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Northern New Mexico Horsemen’s Association

HIPICO Santa Fe

Big Red

General membership meeting, March 29
Old Pecos Trail Inn
6 p.m. for dinner; meeting begins at 6:30 p.m.

Tamara Rymer

If you haven’t visited
lately, the old Santa Fe
Horse Park site is hardly
recognizable. Significant
renovations to the 137acre property have made
it a hot-s pot for
c o m p e ti ti v e j u m p i n g
events, a home for the
New Mexico Therapeutic Riding Center, and
winter base for the Caza Ladron Hunt Club. Coowner Brian Gonzales will be our featured
speaker with a presentation on the past, present
and future plans for HIPICO Santa Fe. Come with
your questions about these and other activities
as well.

Grounds Update
No news yet from the County on construction
scheduling, so come on out and enjoy the footing
in the arena. The Longeing Clinic by Marlow
Morrison for this weekend has been cancelled
due to lack of committed registrations. The
arena is probably not good for sliding stops, but
soft enough for a little canter/lope on dry
ground. Contact a Board member for the current
gate code.

March 2017

[Ed. Note: NNM HA member Tamara Rymer re p o rts
that s h e a n d her brothers were about 9, 10 and 14
years old when they got Big Red.]

When asked to write about my first horse, I
asked, "Which first horse?" I was in the saddle at
the age of three, but don't remember too much
about those, so will share the next one I do have
fond memories of.
My brothers and I decided we wanted to get a
horse, as we didn't have those from our earlier
years. My father told us if we could pay for it we
could have one, so my "first" horse, was really
"our" first horse. We scrimped and saved and
pooled money till we felt we had enough, so with
dad's help went out to look at one. Dad had
some horse experience, he had to use one to get
to school, then would turn it around, slap it on
the rear, and it would go home.
We headed to Red Oak, Texas. The owner said
she would meet us after she got off work, but if
she was running late to go around the back of the
house, the horse would be in the yard. We got
there before her, headed to the back, but there
was no horse. The sliding door to the back of the
house was open with the drapes blowing from
the breeze. My dad was concerned something
had happened to the owner, so went to the door
and yelled in, no answer. We waited at the front
of the house for a few minutes (dad saying he
was going to get the police) when she drove up.
She told us not to worry, and took us around
back, walked us into her house and said you can
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see the intruder yourself. The horse had opened the door, gone in the house and we found him in the
bedroom. We all took a test drive that day, and decided he was a fit for us, handed over our $200 and
took him home.
Sometime later that year we were out riding and crossed paths with a cowboy on the trail. He introduced
himself and asked if that horse was named Big Red (named for the soda). Yes, we had Red. He then
proceeded to tell us that our Red, two years earlier, was ranked the #5 bucking horse in Texas. This
cowboy worked the rodeo circuit, and knew Red well. He said the horse was at a rodeo, and had come
out of the chute with a rider, ran to the middle of the arena and just stood there. No more bucking, he
was done, through, and after that sold.
We figured we didn't find Red, but he found us somehow. We used him to deliver newspapers, went
swimming with him, and shared our Orange Crush soda pop and Doritos with him (his favorites). I could
go on with stories about this big red horse with the white blaze, and wish I had a photo to share, as he
deserves to be honored. I will forever be grateful for the day he decided to leave his rodeo fame.

February 22 General membership meeting
Pecos Trail Inn
Called to order at 7:00 p.m. following dinner by President Eldon Reyer with a few announcements.
Bids for the county sewer replacement project close on February 28th and we expect to hear then what
scheduling may transpire. Eldon described how the sewer easement traverses the Grounds property and
how fences and bathrooms will be affected. Locks to all the gates have already been changed, so contact
a Board member if you want to go in to use the arenas in the meantime.
The first Ridge Riders ride will be April 22. Organizer Julie Belt will have a description and sign-up flyer
at the March meeting.
Panel gates have been purchased to replace the too-heavy doors which have come off the tractor shed.
They’ll be installed when they arrive. (Con’t., next page)
2017 Officers and Board
President
Eldon Reyer
laespuela2@gmail.com 505-690-9465
Vice-President Lisa Gordon lisagordonsculptures@msn.com 505-660-8014
Treasurer
Helen Newton sfcolores@sprynet.com 505-470-1396
Secretary/Newsletter Karen Denison redmule@kdtt.net 505-469-2698
At-large
David Marks david.marks.sf@gmail.com 505-466-0306
Adjunct/Committees
Grounds manager Open
Ridge Riders Julie Belt juliabelt@gmail.com 850-621-6811
Programs/speakers Joyce Davis carlotta_burra101@icloud.com 505-490-5390
Facebook page manager Cindy Roper croper56@gmail.com
Website manager Betsy Walker betwalk@cybermesa.com 505-466-1643

Remember, you may contact any
Board member with questions or
comments about activities. Board
meetings are held on the second
Wednesday of each month,
usually at the NNMHA office.
Members are welcome to attend;
please contact a Board member
to confirm the time and place.

Website http:\\www.NNMHA.net
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We’ve received a letter from Listening Horse Therapeutic Riding, LLC confirming that they’ll vacate the
Grounds before March 8th and thanking us for our past support. They have a contract to operate their
program at the Rodeo Grounds this season.
Evening Program: Handling Trail Emergencies
Due to a family emergency, our original speaker David Varela, EMT, was
unable to attend. So special thanks are extended to Dr. Stuart McCall, DMV,
for stepping in to offer an interactive discussion on surviving trail
emergencies.
He recounted a presentation by emeritus veterinarian Dr. Wayne “Sage”
Kessler, founder of several veterinarian specialties and a life-long horseman.
Dr. Kessler began his vet career in 1931 and worked for the military services,
beginning with the Army Cavalry. Medicines and today’s techniques were Stuart McCall photo: Jane Davis
unavailable, particularly as these were Army horses rather than treasured
pets or expensive race horses. He said his chief method of assessment was to position himself between
the two advancing lines of mounted horses and any showing signs of distress or lameness were pulled
aside. The prescription: go slower.
Stuart agrees that except for the most dire circumstances, most trail disasters can be dealt with by
patching or taping, then going slowly back to trailhead. How slowly? As slowly as needed, which means
you might need to stay out overnight. He brought out his cantle roll to show what he takes–which was
remarkably little. Inside a sleeve made from a jean leg, he had a long saddle slicker, a headlamp, firestarters, a multi-tool, map & compass, medical tape, Neosporin packets, and Benadryl (because of his
reactions to bee stings). If it’s cold weather, he might also include a wool Army-style blanket around the
roll. On his horse, he keeps a water bottle, the halter and a long lead rope to tie to a tree (12 foot is
recommended). There was some discussion about how to manage that lead rope. Stuart ties to his saddle
strings, Eldon uses a “Nevada tuck” under his belt, but both agreed that it was unsafe to either tie fast
to the horn or remove the lead rope.
On his person, Stuart has appropriate clothing including his hat and wool vest, and he always carries a
handgun. Unfortunately he said, over many years he’s had to dispatch four horses out on rides with
other people due to severity of wounds. He said even a small-caliber .22 will do, but the point to target
is not where people might guess. If you have to shoot a horse, imagine lines drawn from the base of the
ear to the opposite eye. Where those lines cross will be high on the forehead, often near a hair whorl.
Place the bullet there or a little higher and the horse’s death will be merciful. The worst feeling in the
world, he said, is knowing a horse is doomed and not being able to ease that suffering.
Stuart recounted several stories that underlined his basic premise: resist that sense of “artificial urgency”
that can arise during an emergency. You are more resilient than you think, your horse is tougher than you
imagine, and most things can be patched up later with no lingering problems.
Meeting concluded at 8 p.m.
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An Early Spring, With Junipers
Karen Denison
All signs are pointing to an early spring this year. Many horses began shedding in February. Mares are
in season (and some very cranky). And the December/January moisture coupled with the recent warm
weather has prompted the junipers to produce loads of pollen. For those of us who suffer from juniper
allergies, this is going to be a rough year.
Junipers are a group of about 70 species which inhabit virtually every part of the U.S. Here in New
Mexico, we have predominately One-seed Juniper (Juniperus monosperma) with Rocky Mountain and
Alligator Juniper in much smaller numbers. The pollen of juniper is almost impossible to identify by
species and all seem to trigger allergic responses in identical ways via the peculiar carbohydrate “coat”
of the pollen grain. And lucky us, researchers have found that even people who are unreactive to other
allergens tend to become sensitized to juniper after a few seasons.
Juniper plants are either male or female. Look across a
hillside of juniper right now and you’ll notice about half of
them have a bronze color; those are the male plants
responsible for your misery. The apparent color comes from
each leaf tip bearing the tiny, male, pollen-producing
“cones”. The female junipers also have a small cone right
now waiting to receive that pollen on the spring breeze. And
because they rely on the breeze to move that pollen rather
than bees or other pollinators, junipers make lots and lots of
pollen. Bumping into a male juniper can release a yellow,
misty cloud of pollen. After fertilization, the female cone
Male juniper, with cones
develops into something which resembles a berry. And
considering that all our thrushes (including bluebirds), bears, coyotes and other critters rely so heavily
on juniper berries for their fall and winter diets, it’s hard to resent junipers completely. But grit your
teeth for the next month at least.
What to do to ease your misery? First, pollen may seep in everywhere but seek to limit your exposure.
Pollen counts are highest in early dawn, so try to put off lengthier outdoor chores until later in the day.
Since your horses won’t understand delaying breakfast, wear a dust mask and leave your barn clothes at
the threshold when you come inside. Wash yourself (including some nasal rinses with a cup or neti pot)
and your clothes frequently. Laughable in New Mexico, but try to avoid being outside a lot on windy days.
And pray for rain to settle the dust.
Symptoms are treated with a variety of good over-the-counter remedies and prescriptions. Visit any local
pharmacy right now and you’ll see them on featured displays. My personal favorites: eye drops, and
steroid nasal spray (Flonase) for painful, swollen sinuses. Particularly if you have trouble with congestion,
many folks report significant improvement by reducing dairy products in their diet though this is not an
overnight effect. And if symptoms are seriously interfering with your life, see your doctor for coaching
on ideas for you. You’ll see plenty of your fellow sufferers in the waiting room.
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Ridge Riders
Saturday, A pril 22
Julie Belt
Join us and ride the beautiful City of Santa Fe La Tierra Trails
for the first NNMHA Ridge Riders ride of 2017. This ride is
open to all members of the Northern New Mexico Horsemen's
Association, but registration is required. Dogs will not be
allowed. This will be a walk-only ride, so everyone can enjoy
it!
Directions to the trailer parking area: Take NM 599 to Camino
de los Montoyas (between Mile Markers 12 and 13), and then
turn WEST onto Camino de los Montoyas. Turn left into the
Frijoles Trailhead Parking Area marked for trailer parking. The
parking area is beautifully marked for trailers but will be a bit
tight, so if you are able to double-up, please consider it.
Riders will meet at the Frijoles Trailhead at 10:00 am, and
we'll plan to be in saddle by 10:30 am. The trails at La Tierra are rocky in places so shoes or boots are
recommended; plan to bring a lunch and water for yourself and your horse for after the ride.
Sign-up for the ride will be at the March 29th meeting of NNMHA. The ride will be limited to 12 riders,
so don't miss the meeting and the sign-up. Let's ride!

Member Directories
You should have received a separate email with your member directory attached in pdf
format. (If you haven’t, please contact Karen Denison.) Print it out at your convenience to
have on hand. Please remember that these are for your personal use. Met somebody at a
meeting and wonder if they’d like to trail ride? Consult the directory!
These are members in good standing as of March 5. If we gain a significant number of
members by mid-year, there may be a summer edition.

“Dancing and riding, it’s the same damn thing,” he would say. “It’s about trust and consent. You’ve
gotten hold of one another. The man’s leading but he’s not dragging her, he’s offering a feel and she feels
it and goes with him. You’re in harmony and moving to each other’s rhythm, just follow the feel.”
--Nicholas Evans, The Horse Whisperer
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San Pedro Parks Wilderness Mapping Project:
Description and Volunteers Needed
San Pedro Parks Wilderness lies within the westernmost part of Santa Fe National Forest, just a few miles
northeast of Cuba, NM. It occupies approximately 64 sq. mi. as a rough rectangle seven miles (east-west)
by ten miles (north-south). The middle Wilderness (about 5 x 6 miles) is a large plateau of rolling trees
and meadows which offers great riding, but trails leading up to the plateau can be steep and rough.
Elevations range between 8300 feet - 10,200 feet.

Vega Redondo, San Pedro Parks Wilderness

San Pedro Parks was declared a Forest Service Primitive Area in 1931 and adopted by Congress as a
Wilderness in 1965.
Access points: There are about a dozen access trails from each side of the Wilderness, but by far the
easiest entrances are from the south (San Gregorio Trailhead) and east (Resumidero and Rio Puerco
Trailheads). Trailheads elsewhere involve steep hikes to reach the Wilderness boundary, and trailhead
roads may be very difficult.
There are about 120 miles of official, designated trails within or leading into SPPW. Santa Fe National
Forest is required to maintain an accurate inventory of trails, yet they don’t have the resources to do that
well. Trails were last verified by a SFNF ranger using GPS about 10 years ago (2005?). Prior to that the
official Wilderness map was 25 years old (published in 1976). Deadfall, erosion, and use by wildlife, cattle
and humans has lead to possible trail “drift” or blockage of trails to recreation use.
Back Country Horsemen of America-Santa Fe is proposing to spearhead a project to validate the existing,
official trails in San Pedro Parks Wilderness by GPS using volunteers. This is in coordination and
cooperation with Santa Fe National Forest. The proposal has been made to SFNF and has been received
very well; steps are being taken to make it a formal agreement.
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Because access points are rough and/or limited,
equestrians may be best positioned to cover
the mileage required for GPS verification. It will
still require considerable time and effort.
Packing in may be the most efficient approach
for some trail areas. For reliability, multiple GPS
traces are preferable to single traces. Because
of the project’s scope, this will need to be a
coalition effort–not only Back Country
Horsemen, but members of other groups.
Deirdre Monroe, BCHA project manager, will
coordinate volunteer efforts and compile the
data collected. As she will have the overview of
gaps in the data, she will need to assign trail
sections, etc. to be validated. Matching
personnel to needs will be a challenge for her.
Volunteers can make it easier for her by
becoming competent with recording tools,
honoring availability commitments, and
keeping the mapping goal as top priority (not
trail clearing, or recreational riding).
In support of the project, Karen Denison will teach a 2-part GPS class (April 11 & 15) for prospective
volunteers aimed specifically at the skills for doing this project. Class size will be limited and priority is
for those folks who are committed to volunteering for this project. Participants don’t need to have prior
experience with GPS. You don’t need a GPS to take the class; there will be a few “loaner” units for
students who don’t have their own yet.
Can you help? Volunteers need to be honest about their availability–plan on at least one weekend
camping at trailhead this season, so time is spent on trail. And volunteers must have for their use a
hand-held GPS with a USB cable for connecting to a computer (not a cell phone or serial port GPS), know
how to read topographic maps, and record a GPS track.
Please check your summer calendars and join us in this worthy project. Contact Deirdre Monroe before
April 1 to indicate your interest or commit to volunteering. (505) 670-4925 Deirdre@swcp.com
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