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Northern New Mexico Horsemen’s Association

Toxic Plants and other
Veterinary Issues
General membership meeting, April 26
Pecos Trail Café
6 p.m. for dinner; meeting begins at 6:30 p.m.
Milkvetch, Locoweed,
Mustard, Red Filaree,
Scorpionweed–lots of
stuff is greening up or
b l o o m i n g o ut i n
p as tu res or along
trails. Which ones are
potential problems for
you and your horse?
Veterinarian Dr. Doug Thal will be our guest
speaker at the next meeting with a photo
presentation of some of our local culprits. Come
for dinner at 6 p.m., presentation will begin after
dinner and a few club announcements.

Grounds Update
A contractor has been chosen for the County’s
water and sewer line replacement project. Work
is scheduled to begin next week and we should
expect to see trenching and other activity on the
Grounds along the eastern-most fence line (near
Genoveva Chavez Center). Members may still
access the Grounds for using arenas, but please
check with a board member for last-minute
updates and the current gate code.
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My Own First Horse
Howard Gershon
Howard has been trail riding now for some years
and is current president of the Chuck Wagon Trail
Riders. http://www.chuckwagontrailriders.com
Growing up in the suburbs of New York City,
there weren't any horses in our neighborhood.
However, it was common practice for kids to be
sent off to camp in the "country" during the
summer when school was out. I never really
understood if this was intended to be a learning
experience for us kids, or just a way for our
parents to get a break, most likely a little of each.
I was around 8 years old when I had my first
summer camp experience, spending days filled
with activities that included canoeing, swimming,
archery, woodworking and best of all, horseback
riding. I went back to camp each summer for
about 3 or 4 years, and each time I became more
involved with horses. Although my parents
continued to pay for my participation, the last
summer there, I spent almost all of my time
helping out at the stables, mucking stalls and
grooming horses. That's when I knew I had the
bug and thought, some day I'd sure like to own a
horse.
Fast forward 40 plus years during which I rode
occasionally. Now, my own kids were grown, my
work situation was stable, I was recently divorced
and dating a great new woman who also liked
horses, so we started taking riding lessons
together. That, and a variety of other factors led
us to marriage and ultimately to New Mexico.
Once there, I continued my interest in trail riding
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and often fantasized about owning my very own trail buddy.

Sundance

As my 60th birthday came and went, I decided that I clearly
wasn't getting any younger and if I was ever going to find my
own trail buddy, I needed to get serious. After several months
of looking at horse for sale ads and talking with
well-connected local horse people, I came across an internet
listing for a horse named Sundance that was for sale at a
ranch in Abiquiu. Besides sounding appropriate (an older
gelding with some miles, not too tall) and being extremely
handsome (a chestnut with flaxen mane and tail), the fact
that his name was Sundance and that we live on Sundance
Drive seemed to suggest that there was a connection here so
we called and scheduled a visit.

My wife and I have always enjoyed the drive to Abiquiu so that put us in a positive state of mind and when
we arrived at the ranch, it was as pretty as a post card. We looked around and saw Sundance standing in
his pen and he was every bit as handsome as the photo of him that we had seen online. I approached him
and he greeted me with a friendly little nicker. So far so good!
The ranch manager was an experienced horsewoman and trainer who was well known around town and
had a great reputation. I explained that while I liked horses and had ridden quite a few well-trained horses
over the years, I had never owned one and felt like there was a lot that I would have to learn. She assured
me that if I were to purchase Sundance and board him at the ranch that she managed, she would provide
me with as much help as I needed. After several phone conversations, visits, a test ride and vet check,
Sundance was finally mine, my very own first horse / trail buddy. Although he has since crossed the
rainbow bridge, his tack has been passed on to my two other trail buddies.

2017 Officers and Board
President
Eldon Reyer
laespuela2@gmail.com 505-690-9465
Vice-President Lisa Gordon lisagordonsculptures@msn.com 505-660-8014
Treasurer
Helen Newton sfcolores@sprynet.com 505-470-1396
Secretary/Newsletter Karen Denison redmule@kdtt.net 505-469-2698
At-large
David Marks david.marks.sf@gmail.com 505-466-0306
Adjunct/Committees
Grounds manager Open
Ridge Riders Julie Belt juliabelt@gmail.com 850-621-6811
Programs/speakers Joyce Davis carlotta_burra101@icloud.com 505-490-5390
Facebook page manager Cindy Roper croper56@gmail.com
Website manager Betsy Walker betwalk@cybermesa.com 505-466-1643

Remember, you may contact any
Board member with questions or
comments about activities. Board
meetings are held on the second
Wednesday of each month,
usually at the NNMHA office.
Members are welcome to attend;
please contact a Board member
to confirm the time and place.

Website http:\\www.NNMHA.net
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March 29 General membership meeting
Pecos Trail Inn
The back room at Pecos Trail Café was a very lively place for our last meeting with upwards of two dozen
people in attendance. Good food, lots of conversation and meeting new people, a couple of brief
announcements and then our presentation.
Evening Program: HIPICO-Santa Fe: Past, Present and Future
Co-owner of HIPICO-Santa Fe Brian Gonzales was our guest speaker. He energetically described that
events at the 137-acre property just west of town last year were themed around “The Art of the Horse”.
This year the theme will be “The History of the Horse” which falls very much in line with the history of
Santa Fe and it’s cultural background.
Brian grew up here deeply rooted in the community, riding in Tesuque with parents and family. He
remembers well the shows and rodeos of his youth, and the “cowboy polo” games at the HIPICO property
in the 1960's, but took up English-style riding in his twenties. He considers his efforts redeveloping the
center as helping to pass down a “horse culture” to future Santa Feans as well as the next generation.
The degree to which there is support for equestrian events here might be indicated by the fact that the
first Grand Prix show jumping event in 2004 actually made money–unheard for first-year shows–which
was all donated to local charities.
In the two years since purchasing
the property, Brian and partner
Guy McIlvain have directed
substantial improvements. Regrad in g road s and parking,
s e c u ri n g w a t e r r i gh ts , re seeding/repairing grass fields for
polo and jumping, building in 58
RV trailer spaces, and developing
proprietary footing for a number of
all-weather arenas were first on
the list. The “cowboy arena” has
been renovated to be suitable
again for roping or other cow
events. And they’ve welcomed
back the New Mexico Therapeutic
Riding Center by providing for
t h e m th e s p e c i al p h y s i c a l
requirements of such a program.
HIPICO is also blessed with
surrounding open space: BLM
Aerial view
Photo courtesy of HIPICO Santa Fe
acreage to the south and west
(which can be accessed via a ride-through gate), and a long-term city lease between the deeded land and
the county road.
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How is it working? Brian reports great relations with city and county boards and councils has helped bring
in folks to support initial efforts. Last year, the Summer Series shows stretched over three weeks and
included two Olympic gold medalists among the riders. The venue was well received by participants,
footing and safety issues having been previously addressed. And since the show jumping circuit is driven
as much by word-of-mouth as any other engine, these are very important considerations. No one would
want their horse competing in a place that might cause injury. HIPICO benefits from OTAB (lodgers’ tax
support), but CFO James Campbell has calculated between $5.7-6 million was brought to the community
through last years’ events via meals, lodging, sponsors/vendors, artists and all the services needed to fuel
visitors/participants. And this is coming largely from outside, making it “new money” for Santa Fe.
This year, the Summer Series will increase to a 4-week event. And by mid-April, James hopes to announce
a calendar of other events including some Community Days when locals may come use the property for
a modest trailer-in fee. Both Brian and James would welcome ideas for bringing other events including
non-equestrian activities. Music festival/concerts, vintage crafts, beer/cider fair and bringing back the
fall Pumpkin Festival are all ideas being batted around. And Brian hopes that though the property can
now accommodate 700 horses at once for an event, he’d like within five years to expand that to 12001500 capacity with more permanent barns (rather than polo pens) and have a more year-round calendar
and staff. Ambitious? Perhaps, but if you haven’t visited lately, go out and see HIPICO-Santa Fe this
season yourself.

Grounds Workday
Saturday, May 6, 10:00 a.m.
Please Help!
In late March, a small crew cleared weeds along half the
arena fence and around the grandstand. Please come
continue the effort of repair and maintenance that our
property requires. There are weeds to rake, trash blown
against fences, stalls to be emptied of fluffy, used
shavings, and barns to repair. If you have any sort of
woodworking skill, board repair on stalls will make them
safer for horses. We have garbage bags, nails, roofing
screws and some tools on hand, but gloves, rakes,
toolbox, cordless drill/drivers, and small saws would be
very helpful to bring. We estimate that a four-hour
workday could go a long way to getting the place ready
for the season.

At its finest, rider and horse are joined not by tack, but by trust. Each is totally reliant upon the other. Each
is the selfless guardian of the other’s very well-being.
–Source Unknown
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April 22 Ridge Riders
Julie Belt
Next Saturday, April 22nd, will be the first NNMHA Ridge
Riders ride of 2017. Join us and ride Santa Fe's beautiful La
Tierra Trails! This ride is open to all members of the Northern
New Mexico Horsemen's Association, but registration is
required. The ride is limited to 12 members. Dogs are not
allowed. This will be a walk-only ride, so everyone can enjoy
it.
Directions to the trailer parking area: Take NM 599 to Camino
de los Montoyas (between Mile Markers 12 and 13), and then
turn WEST onto Camino de los Montoyas. Turn left into the
Frijoles Trailhead Parking Area marked for trailer parking. The
parking area is beautifully marked for trailers but is small, so
if you are able to double-up, please consider it.
Riders will meet at the Frijoles Trailhead parking area at 10:00
am, and we'll plan to be in saddle by 10:30 am. The trails at La Tierra are rocky in places so shoes or boots
are recommended; plan to bring a lunch and water for yourself and your horse for after the ride.
There are still a few spaces left, so contact Julie Belt at 850-621-6811 or e-mail her at juliabelt@gmail.com
to get your name on the list.

Open Arena Night (tentative)
M onday, April 24, 5:30 - 7:30 p.m .
Bring your horse and yourself for a little do-it-yourself practice in the big arena, and a chance for you and
your critter to socialize. For some, this may be the first trailering of the season so get yourself out to
enjoy these nicer evenings! If you’re planning on coming, please shoot Karen Denison an email; there’s
a chance we’ll need to work around the sewer line construction and we’ll let you know.

Classifieds
Do you have something equine-related t o sel l ? S h o rt c lassified ads may be placed by any member in good standing. Please
send an email to Karen Denison, redmule@kdtt.net

BOARDING AVAILABLE:
Close to downtown Santa Fe, fabulous trails, reasonable rates & relaxed atmosphere.
Various options, prices range from $275 - $350/mo. Arena, round pen, 3 tack rooms, wash rack.
Horses fed twice a day either grass mix or alfalfa. Owners provide extras, we feed.
Owner lives on premises. Contact Carolyn, Centaurus Ranch, 474-0821.
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