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October 2017

Annual Meeting

Ridge Riders

General membership meeting, October 25
Pecos Trail Café
6 p.m. for dinner; meeting begins at 7 p.m.

Julie Belt
Thank you to Piar
and David Marks
for hosting the
S e p te m b er ride
and BBQ for the
Ridge Riders at
their home! Nine members participated in the
ride at the Eldorado Wilderness, and all enjoyed
a wonderful potluck lunch afterwards.

We return to Pecos Trail Café’s delicious meals
and hospitality for our Annual Meeting and the
winter season. Catch up on everyone’s summer
events, hear brief reports on the club’s news,
vote for 2018 officers, and generally have a good
time.
Not absolutely required but in an effort to help
the restaurant, please RSVP by Oct 23 if you are
planning to come! Redmule@kdtt.net

It's a wonderful time when you sit down around
the table for dinner and discuss life. No matter
where you are, it gives the semblance of normalcy
to my crazy world.
Melina Kanakaredes, actress

The next ride will be Saturday, October 14th at
Copper Canyon in Abiquiu. This ride is open to all
members of the NNMHA, but registration is
required. The ride is limited to 12 members.
Dogs are not allowed. This will be a walk-only
ride so everyone can enjoy it.
Directions to Parking: Parking for horse trailers
will be at the Abiquiu Elementary School off
Highway 285, North of Abiquiu. Take US Highway
285 North to Abiquiu, and the Elementary School
is on the RIGHT side of the road, after passing the
Abiquiu Inn.
Riders will meet at the parking area at 10:00 am,
and plan to be in saddle at 10:30 am. Be sure to
bring a packable lunch for on the trail, and water
for yourself. There are no water facilities for
horses.
The last 2017 Ridge Riders ride will be Saturday,
November 11th at the Galisteo Basin Preserve.
We hope you can join us for these last two rides
of the year!
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Bikes & Horses
Karen Denison
Never in thirty years of living in Santa Fe do I remember this
much rain in the fall. Unfortunately, it has interfered with a
lot of scheduled activities!
One event which managed to go off after re-scheduling was a
joint Open Arena on September 18 with volunteers from Santa
Fe Fat Tire Society, who patiently rode lap after lap through
the sand around the arena during a series of guided exercises for helping accustom equines in hand and
under saddle to bicycles.
Five bicyclists and about ten horses, mules and a
donkey participated, with some spectators in
attendance. A progression of exercises, the company
of other equines, and the liberal dispensing of carrots
from the hands of cyclists helped make the event go
smoothly. Despite lingering illness, trainer Terry Berg
was on hand to monitor and advise. Pizza was offered
afterward for those who could stay. This event was a
good way for cyclists to ask questions of equestrians
(how long do horses live?, how much do they eat?, do
they see colors?), and for all to talk a lot about how to
be safely courteous to each other on the trail. NNMHA
Photo courtesy of Piar Marks offers its sincere thanks to all who volunteered their
time to make this a successful event. (The Santa Fe
Horse Coalition/SFFTS “Share the Trails” event originally scheduled for September 23rd is still postponed.)

2017 Officers and Board
President
Eldon Reyer
laespuela2@gmail.com 505-690-9465
Vice-President Lisa Gordon lisagordonsculptures@msn.com 505-660-8014
Treasurer
Helen Newton sfcolores@sprynet.com 505-470-1396
Secretary/Newsletter Karen Denison redmule@kdtt.net 505-469-2698
At-large
David Marks david.marks.sf@gmail.com 505-466-0306
Adjunct/Committees
Grounds manager Open
Ridge Riders Julie Belt juliabelt@gmail.com 850-621-6811
Programs/speakers Joyce Davis carlotta_burra101@icloud.com 505-490-5390
Facebook page manager Cindy Roper croper56@gmail.com
Website manager Betsy Walker betwalk@cybermesa.com 505-466-1643

Remember, you may contact any
Board member with questions or
comments about activities. Board
meetings are held on the second
Wednesday of each month,
usually at the NNMHA office.
Members are welcome to attend;
please contact a Board member
to confirm the time and place.

Website http:\\www.NNMHA.net
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Minutes from the Sept. 27 General Members Meeting
The last meeting of the season held at the NNMHA Grounds was sparsely attended and held in the office
trailer due to continuing rain. Cookies and coffee, along with the office furnace, helped make it more
cheery. Our meetings will move intentionally indoors starting next month.
Rocco Fancellu introduced two members of the Pecos H.S. Rodeo club; there are others who are also
interested in joining NNMHA for next year. Membership forms were shared.
Joyce Davis has secured dates October - April (skipping December) the final Wednesday of each month
for our general meetings at Pecos Trail Café. It should become policy to ask for member RSVPs and
confirm with the restaurant each month. Joyce will be away again for part of this year starting in early
January, so it will fall to someone else to do. We’ll meet at 6 for dinner; meeting will begin about 7 p.m.
It’s been raining off-and-on for four days. The AERC endurance ride has been canceled due to the bad
condition of roads on the Caja del Rio. The status of other events was questioned, including the planned
NNMHA Rails and Trails show scheduled for Saturday. The weather forecast is for continuing rain.
There was a “Let’s Make a Western” benefit event held at Clint Mortenson’s last Saturday night in the
rain. The New Mexico Film Foundation will award a grant to an independent film-maker proposing to make
a film featuring NM history, preferably set between 1850 - 1920, which includes horses. It was very
successful, with about 200 people in attendance, and probably netted about half the project goal of
$10,000.
The floor was opened for 2018 officer nominations. Our nominees for office next year are David Marks,
President; Lisa Gordon, VP; Helen Newton, Treasurer; Joyce Davis, Secretary; and Julie Belt, Director at
Large. There was a final call for nominations, then nominations were closed. Voting will take place at the
Annual Membership meeting next month.
The next Ridge Riders outing will be October 14th to Copper Canyon near Abiquiu. This is a member event;
sign up with Julie Belt.

Evening Program: The ONE horse-related item I can't give up and WHY
Our scheduled speaker (Jane Davis) cancelled, so our program was changed the previous day to a roundtable discussion where each attendee was asked to talk about a favorite item when working with or
around horses. Here’s the partial list.
Neoprene water bottle holder. David Marks prefers the clip-on neoprene holder to leather or nylon
because it stretches to hold a bottle securely but doesn’t mar the saddle.
Blocker Tie Ring. Joyce Davis has found that her horse MJ can destroy normal hitching posts if he chooses
to pull back when tied. Using the blocker ring allows the rope to slip a little when a horse panics, often
blunting the panic response.
Nylon Off-Billet. The “off side” of a Western saddle is connected to the cinch using a short, doubled
strap. Rocco Fancellu prefers heavy nylon because it doesn’t stretch nor break the way that leather can.
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Chicago screw repair kit. Since Chicago screws are often used for bridles, David M has learned to carry
repair materials. Paracord was suggested for a field repair, and sealing the threads with clear nail polish
or Thread-locker was recommended.
Tiny pommel bag. Julie Belt wants to keep certain items, like lip balm, close and convenient. A very small
bag which attaches to the front of her saddle like the Dura-Tech Pommel Pal or Trailmax Pocket works
very well.
Sheath knife. Although Eldon Reyer carries a regular folding knife deep in a pocket, when he rides he has
a sheath with a non-folding knife built in to his right chap leg. He can recall five times in his packing and
riding career when instant action was required in cutting loose animals and the sheath knife was the tool
for the job.
Clip-on treat bag. Like a small climber’s chalk bag which clips to the saddle, Karen Denison carries a bag
of “complete” adult horse feed in wafer form (nuggets) to reward good behavior. Because positive
reinforcement is sometimes more effective than simply the release of negative reinforcement, such as
when trying to catch a mule in a big pasture.
Hamley twist and full-swing fenders on a Western saddle. Most Western saddles come with two
characteristics which Helen Newton would immediately see modified at a shop. First, stirrups should be
“turned” by wetting and tightly wrapping the stirrup leather to result in a stirrup that is open parallel to
the side of the horse making it very easy for the rider to find the stirrup when mounted. And secondly,
many saddles have a large screw just below the pommel swell to help hold down the seat jockey leather.
This screw often interferes with fenders swinging forward as needed during a hard reining-style stop or
during steep trail descents. It can be removed and replaced with a decorative Chicago screw.
There were other side discussions on the “best” way to carry truck keys, novel uses for leather belts, etc.
Meeting concluded about 7:30 p.m. Next meeting will be October 25, Pecos Trail Café.

If you’re a member but not able to attend the Annual Meeting on
Oct. 25, you are still able to vote! Voting by mail will be accepted.
See the club website for a ballot and instructions.
http://www.nnmha.net/etc.html

One of the most important aspects of the true horseman is his “horsemanlike” attitude, which is expressed
in his thinking, in his conduct, and the way he presents his horses, his facility, and himself. Perhaps the
best word for the attitude is “respect”: respect for the horse–ANY horse–as a living creature, respect for
other people, in and out of the horse world...respect for hard work, respect for himself.
–Susan Harris, in George H. Morris, The American Jumping Style
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That One Special Horse
Shellie Follmer
From the moment I saw him, I fell in love! He was so tall, handsome,
magnificent, majestic, and beautiful. In June 2007, Sarah Hebert and
Ray Brewer offered for me to come to their place and ride. I rode
Sundance’s Gun Smoke (Smokey) for the first time, and he was so
powerful, but a kind of graceful powerfulness--all under complete
control. He was such a gentlemen, with exquisite manners, both on
the ground and under saddle. Riding Smokey made me feel like a
little girl riding a swift deer yet with very good “brakes”.
That ride was the beginning of an enchanted time for me. I started
riding Smokey more and more and finally was given the opportunity
to buy him around Christmas 2010. So in a heartbeat I bought my first
horse--my dream horse. I was incredulous when realized that Smokey
knew he was mine! He seemed to know how proud I was of him. I
have never seen a work ethic as strong as Smokey’s; he seemed to
relish my attention and become even more willing to please.
Although Smokey was head-shy, I always felt honored on rare occasions when he would drop his head into
my arms, wanted to be petted on the face, or let me groom him on the top of his head. When Smokey and
I settled in, I experienced his light “walking on sunshine” gait and it occurred to me that he should really
be called Sundance, but decided to stick with Smokey because he knew his name.
Riding horses has always been therapeutic for me. Riding Smokey also made me rich, because I felt like
a million dollars aboard that magnificent creature. On Smokey, I felt as if anything were possible! Farrier
Doug Crespin asked me since Smokey stood just shy of 17 hands and me being 5’9”, if I ever got altitude
sickness riding him. He was a “point-and-shoot” kind of horse. If I turned to look at something on top
of a cliff and Smokey thought we were going that way, he was half way up before I realized what was
happening! It seemed as if Smokey never looked at the terrain; he was always sure the ground was
underneath us as he agilely went seemingly anywhere. He was a mountain of stamina and more athletic
than any horse I had ever known. Smokey, once a show horse specializing in the dramatic Tennessee
Walking Horse “Big Lick” gait, was also the sure-footed trail horse and all-around steady steed.
I quickly realized that I needed a taller horse trailer because there was no way Smokey would fit into my
little trailer. After going to Arizona to purchase a 7’1” tall gooseneck, I returned and loaded up Smokey
to see how he would fit. Smokey’s excitement was palpable. As he looked out the window, it seemed
Smokey knew that I bought the trailer just for him! On occasion when it was safe to do so he loved to ride
with his head out of the window, biting at the wind and looking into people’s cars at stop lights.
Riding Smokey by myself in Colorado one fall morning, there was a large hunting group camped at the trail
head I wanted to take. I wondered to myself how we would ride through their camp so early. Would it
be apologetically? Cheerfully? Quietly? Smokey made that decision for me. He did the “Big Lick” right
through the center of camp with hoof strikes that shook the Earth and the hunters looked up from their
breakfasts in awe! Smokey was one who knew that you have to own your greatness!
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In 2014, I moved Smokey to Nix Stables on West Alameda. Smokey endeavored to be Gene Nix’s favorite,
and every time we passed by Gene, Smokey did the “Big Lick” to impress him. On Valentine’s Day 2015,
Smokey suffered choke and was then diagnosed with a heart murmur by veterinarian Dr. Doug Thal. It
took Smokey a long time to recover and when he did I found it best to limit our rides to less than two
hours, which suited me just fine. Although Gene and I cried the day I moved Smokey with me to Lone
Butte, I was excited to be able to finally take care of my horses on my own as an adult.
I bought another TWH, Sweetie, to be a patient teacher for my husband Jeff, and a companion for Smokey.
It was a match made in heaven with the horses, as soon as Smokey figured out that he couldn’t tell
Sweetie what to do. Being able to spend time with the horses every day and to look out my window and
see them was another dream come true for me. Jeff always complained that when people would see us
riding they would always comment, “Oh my God, what a beautiful horse Smokey is! Oh, and she’s nice
too”. I supplied wood chips for Smokey’s stall so he could lie comfortably in the barn at night. I loved
the smell of Smokey with a pine scent. I loved to watch them run out to their pasture, with Smokey
patiently waiting for Sweetie while she flirted with the neighbors’ horses before they could actually get
down to eating. They enjoyed their ten acres of fenced land and cozy barns. Smokey and Sweetie
coincidently looked like a matched pair and were quite bonded being out on that property by themselves,
even mimicked each other.
As Jeff and I made the decision to live apart, I found a wonderful place to board the horses in side-by-side
corrals at Centaurus Ranch. Owner Carolyn Hansen is a kind and easy-going person. She gave Smokey the
biggest stall and fell in love with Sweetie’s sweetness. When I would be in either Sweetie or Smokey’s
pen, the other would come over and we would all hang out like a little herd. I rode right out of the Ranch
weekly with many of my “stablemates”. The first time fellow boarder Phyllis Altenhaus saw Smokey she
asked if he was by Midnight Sun, recognizing the family resemblance. Midnight Sun was a legendary TWH
foundation stallion that passed on his genes and stunning good looks to Smokey. Indeed even after
owning Smokey for seven years, my heart still skipped a beat whenever I saw him and found myself staring
endlessly!
Unfortunately, I boarded at Centaurus only three short months when disaster hit. Sweetie was found
dead in her corral, with Smokey not leaving her side. Smokey died two weeks later when he went into
heart failure--broken hearted from losing his mate. God gave me a sign when hauling Smokey to the vet’s:
Sweetie’s bit had fallen apart while hanging in the trailer. I took it as a sign that she broke free. It made
it easier to let Smokey go knowing that Sweetie would be there, just as Smokey waited for her all those
times in their Lone Butte pasture. That night it rained and thundered so, and I pictured Smokey being
reunited with Sweetie. Sweetie was already there with all my other horses that I’ve known since I began
riding 40 years ago at the age of 10. What a herd! I thought how they are back to being God’s herd
thundering across the sky with their tears of joy falling as rain!
In taking some time to adjust during the week following the loss of my horses, God has put people in my
path who have surrounded me with His Love, reminding me I am not alone in my huge suffering. The Thals
were incredible during this difficult time, Doug, Kristen and Russell were all so wonderful to me. Doug
was so kind during the whole ordeal, steadfast and reassuring. Kristen compassionately acted as if it was
normal for me to be wrapped in Smokey and Sweetie’s blankets and crying in the corner of my horse
trailer. A very young Russell said, “I hope your horse is doing better in heaven”. The Centaurus
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community surrounded me with comfort, with offers to help me connect with underused horses when
I’m ready. My friend Tamara Hallman and I rode her horses at Pajarito Mountain in the beautiful fall
colors, complete with a visit from a bull elk during lunch as we toasted Smokey and Sweetie.
I have had such a blessed life that had afforded me the opportunity to be around horses. The love I have
for these beautiful creatures is in my blood, passed down from generations of equestrians. The freedom
I borrowed from them here on earth was a small taste of the spirit I will feel when I am finally reunited
with my herd.
[Ed. Note: Member Shellie Follmer has graciously shared this testament to her special horse which was
requested prior to his death. Thanks and condolences are both offered here for her delivering on the article
despite her recent loss. As fellow equine owners, we know and share her sorrow.]

Rails and Trails Results
After being postponed due to rain, the final Rails and Trails
Show on October 8 was held in almost perfect weather with
wonderful footing for contestants in the arena. After
tabulating the show’s points, congratulations are offered to
the year’s High-Point buckle winners:
Donovan Butler, 12 & Under Youth
Zoe Mariner, 13 & Over Youth
Kathy Olshefsky, Adult Walk-Trot
Shows next year will be taking a different format, and possibly
include a trail clinic/challenge. If you want to be involved or
hear more, please come to the October General meeting.
Donovan Butler showing his winning style
Photo: Helen Newton

Grounds Status
The main arena is in great shape for members who would like to make use of the excellent footing. And
the side gate entrance has been re-contoured to make it easier to use, too. Please note that bathrooms
will be winterized and locked very soon (water turned off, pipes drained, and RV antifreeze placed in
toilets) to close them for the season. The combination to the side gate will remain the same until midwinter; any member may contact a board member to receive the combination.
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