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Northern New Mexico Horsemen’s Association

For the Show:
Keeping Your Horse
Looking Good
Ge n e r a l m e m bers hi p
meeting, June 27
NNMHA Grounds
6 p.m.
Helen Newton will be
demonstrating the mane
and tail grooming
techniques that they use to keep their show
horses manes and tails long and luxurious! Our
horses look great at the horse show, but the
trick to having beautiful manes and tails is
maintaining them between the shows. We
certainly do not brush them every day--that just
breaks hair. We invite you to bring your horse
to the meeting (at the NNMHA grounds)--we'll
show you how and help you learn the methods
and talk about grooming on the special day, too.
Pizza will be served . Listen, then try it yourself!

Horsey Mixer, July 25
In lieu of a regular meeting in July, we’re
planning a mixer at the Grounds for current
NNMHA members, other clubs, and anyone else
who has a common interest in things “horsey”.
We’re batting around ideas, including food
trucks, so please let a board member know if
you have some ideas for what would be fun!

June 2018

W here Can I Trail Ride?
Karen Denison
It’s been five years since we’ve had widespread
closures, but as I write this, we’ve just had a
flurry of announcements from land managers
temporarily closing public lands. And more may
be coming as our landscape is suffering severe
conditions, ripe for wildfires. Since our public
lands fall under many jurisdictions, this is the
time for you to pull out maps–even actual paper
ones–to determine land boundaries and know
where you may still go.
For instance, all parts of Santa Fe National
Forest are closed, but for now (June 13th)
Carson N.F. and Bureau of Land Management
(BLM) lands are open (but under restrictions).
So there are parts of the Sangre de Cristo
Mountains (roughly north of Truchas) and parts
of the Caja del Rio which may be ridden. The
west portion of Carson also includes areas north
of Abiquiu stretching to the Colorado border.
Established multi-use trails at Galisteo Basin
Preserve, Cerrillos Hills State Park, and the city’s
La Tierra Trails are also open.
Please remember that when you do go out,
extra precautions are necessary. Conditions are
so dry that a hot engine parked over dry grass or
dragging trailer safety chains have become
hazards. Many areas have regulations in effect
which prohibit not only open fires of any kind,
but target shooting, smoking outdoors, use of
chainsaws and all other potential sparkproducing items. Concerns by land managers
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are two-fold: not only do they not want human carelessness to start fires, but they can’t have the public
in harm’s way should a fire start from any cause. As fast as fires can grow under our current conditions,
loss of life for campers, hikers or trail riders is entirely possible if they became trapped. Those found
in violation of closures are subject to very hefty fines.
Be smart, use your maps to check boundaries, then check the agency websites and/or call the office to
be sure about any new restrictions or closures.

Tack Swap Report

Just shy of 20 vendors set up on a gloriously pleasant day in mid-May for a morning tack swap cosponsored by NNMHA and Santa Fe Pony Club. Lots of saddles and tack (both English and Western),
clothing, boots, a couple of horse trailers and more were all for sale. Most vendors sold items, some
sold lots of items; and there were definitely some bargains to be had if you were quick to decide.
We’ll probably be doing this again, so set aside those extra items and be ready for next time!

2018 Officers and Board
President
David Marks david.marks.sf@gmail.com 505-466-0306
Vice-President Lisa Gordon lisagordonsculptures@gmail.com 505-660-8014
Treasurer
Helen Newton sfcolores@sprynet.com 505-470-1396
Secretary
Joyce Davis carlotta_burra101@icloud.com 505-490-5390
At-large
Julie Belt juliabelt@gmail.com 850-621-6811
Adjunct/Committees
Grounds manager Open
Ridge Riders Julie Belt juliabelt@gmail.com 850-621-6811
Programs/speakers Joyce Davis carlotta_burra101@icloud.com 505-490-5390
Newsletter/Membership Karen Denison redmule@kdtt.net 505-469-2698
Facebook page manager Cindy Roper croper56@gmail.com
Website manager Betsy Walker betwalk@cybermesa.com 505-466-1643

Remember, you may contact any
Board member with questions or
comments about activities. Board
meetings are held on the second
Wednesday of each month,
usually at the NNMHA office.
Members are welcome to attend;
please contact a Board member
to confirm the time and place.

Website http:\\www.NNMHA.net
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M inutes from the May 30, 2018 General M embers M eeting
If you missed the May general meeting, you missed a very entertaining evening. We had over forty folks
at the Santa Fe Sheriff’s Posse building and since many were non-NNMHA members, David Marks
opened the affair with a quick description of the club, a list of upcoming events, and an invitation to
join. Julie Belt announced the imminent closure of Santa Fe National Forest (and other areas
undoubtedly to follow) and how that was affecting the scheduled June trail rides. Joyce Davis
announced there were places left in the first trainer’s mini-clinic organized by the club which is set for
June 3. And as a co-sponsor for the evening program, Piar Marks spoke on behalf of the Santa Fe Horse
Coalition about their mission in the area.
Evening Program: Making Movies
The program featured information from a
variety of folks. Don Gray, Contract Locations
Coordinator for the NM Film Office, relayed
that film making accounted for a half billion
dollars in direct spending in New Mexico last
year, adding to diversifying the state’s
economy. It’s also a very portable business in
that productions spend money in many
communities, not just one central location,
Photo credit: Piar Marks
often moving mid-production.
The filmmaking rebate program benefits New Mexicans this way: only money which is paid to qualified New
Mexican residents (crew, services, extras, actors, etc.) counts toward earning a rebate, so there is an
incentive to locating in the state AND hiring locally. But forty-two other states also offer rebate
programs, so competition purely on money is fierce. What sells NM, according to Don Gray, are the
locations. The NMFO has compiled the third largest database of possible shooting locations in the
country (landscapes, buildings, street scenes, urban/suburban and rural) with photos and descriptions
to tap as a “catalog” for directors. Since most out-of-state folks view NM as something out of the
Looney Tunes Roadrunner cartoons, the database of photos helps dispel that with mountains, lakes,
and other types of scenery so that we “double” as many other places in films. The Film Office maintains
not only a location database, but a directory of other possible providers. Anyone who would consider
(not promise) working with film-makers on their property or by offering services (wrangler/livestock,
crew and NM crafts were specifically mentioned) can sign up for free on the NM Film Office website.
http://www.nmfilm.com/Project_Resources.aspx
Dirk Norris, Executive Director and founder of the New Mexico Film Foundation, related how he saw
a void develop several years ago to support and encourage local film-makers, particularly younger New
Mexicans looking for work “above the line”–actors, writers, producers and directors–the folks helping
to guide the artistic creation of films. The NMFF helps in providing support and networking, workshops,
and when donors/sponsors can be found small grants. The “Let’s Make a Western” project raised
enough money to attract 42 good applicants (all NM residents) and award $5000 to the winner to make
a short film featuring a story line based in period NM history and horses. Look for a short (15 minutes)
to feature Blackdom, NM which will then be pitched as a pilot for a TV series.

Northern New Mexico Horsemen’s Association Newsletter June 2018

Page 3 of 8

The evening program continued with a panel discussion which included not only Don Gray and Dirk
Norris, but Bill Manns (who has worked as a stunt rider/actor in about twelve productions), David Marks
(stunt rider in one production), Michael Hug (tour guide for Bonanza Creek Ranch), and Julie Belt
(“stage mom” for her horse Rocky, who’s appeared in productions). In answer to audience questions,
lots of stories were told to illustrating what it’s like to be associated with film-making.
Thank you to all who attended and participated, especially our speakers!

New Trail: El Camino Real
In Mexico, the old Camino Real de la Tierra
Adentro (the Royal Road to the Interior)
which went from Mexico City to Ohkay
Owingeh is a World Heritage trail. In the
U.S., it’s an NPS National Historic Trail.
And by Saturday, June 2, a portion just
outside of Santa Fe was a lovely 6-mile
trail for horses, hikers and bikers.
Photo credit: Piar Marks

SF County Parks and Open Space employee
Colleen Baker, who coordinated the project, said it was one of the most complicated projects the office
has completed because of all the involved parties. The trail required coordination between USFS, BLM,
NPS, DOT (federal); city and county of Santa Fe; local Pueblos with ties to the area; and user groups like
equestrians represented by the Santa Fe Horse Coalition. Despite a forest-wide closure of SFNF, a
special exemption was granted to allow all
the parties to gather, celebrate and ride or
hike the new trail on June 2. Julie Belt and
Piar Marks of SFHC organized a ride
attended by 24 equestrians to join the
celebration.
The current portion of trail goes from the
easily-accessible Headquarters Well
parking area (where CR62 becomes FR24
on the Caja del Rio of Santa Fe N.F.) along
the base of the volcanic escarpment to
another good parking area at Dead Dog
Photo credit: Piar Marks
Well (accessed via the not-so-good Old
Buckman Road). Good gates replace some awful cowboy gates, and the views out there are wonderful.
A spur trail which was completely re-built a couple years ago switch-backs to the mesa top, so a loop
can be ridden if one is competent at route-finding. Plans are to extend the trail north from Dead Dog
Well another four miles to Diablo Canyon when money is available.
This trail will re-open when Santa Fe N.F. lifts its fire closure.
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Fire Preparations
We’ve received questions recently about evacuating to the NNMHA Grounds in the event of fire
emergencies. And how folks might prepare for the possibility of evacuation in this extra-dry time.
These aren’t all the answers, but here are some serious considerations.
1) Transportation. Do you have a truck and trailer available, whether your own or a friend’s? Will it
be available when you need it? The more remote your location, the more important you make
arrangements (and possibly leave) before a crisis. Having the truck already hitched (if you can) isn’t a
bad idea. Oh, and practice so your animals will load!
2) Absence. If you’re not home, who knows to rescue your animals? Can they get through any locked
gates? If you have truck and trailer, where are spare keys?
3) Documentation. Have your animal’s important papers with you when you leave: vet records
(including vaccinations, coggins, health certificate, etc.), NM Livestock Board hauling papers, bill of sale.
Also very useful is a single sheet listing all your contact information, and describing your animal, needed
medications, usual feed, and any special precautions which could be handed off to a barn manager at
your evacuation center when you arrive. Many folks are putting these things “in the cloud” so they can
be accessed from somewhere other than home.
4) When will you go? There are some sad stories from previous area fires where horses suffered (and
died) from smoke inhalation even when the fire didn’t directly threaten. If you’re having trouble with
smoke, your horse probably is, too.
5) Where will you go? During emergencies, various barns, shelters and friends take in animals. NNMHA
Grounds is one of those locations.

Suggested “bug-out” items in bag and/or trailer (for horses):
Dust mask and Head scarf (for yourself)
Gloves
Jar of VapoRub (use in nostrils for you &
horse)
Large cotton fabric for horse eye covers
Horse registration papers and photos (in
protected bag)
I.D. tags of various sort for each horse
Horse treats
Horse first aid kit
Halters (preferably fire resistant)

Lead ropes
Extra cotton rope
Bute and any horse meds
Buckets
Water
Hay (if not smoke contaminated)
Any supplements
Grooming brushes, hoof pick
Turnout blanket
Fly mask
Large marking pen for labeling

Hopefully none of us will need to use any of these preparations this season, but we’re better safe
than sorry. Be prepared.
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M embers’ M ini-Clinic July 1
Attention NNMHA members and prospective members:
Announcing the second mini clinic in our 2018 series.

Rudy Lara, Jr. , Peoples’ Choice winner in the Gimme
Shelter Training Event and Finalist in Buck Brannaman
Pro/Am Roping, will present “Foundations of Western
Dressage (Cowboy Dressage)”.
Participants will use the introductory level of Western
Dressage to develop themselves and their horses toward
softer hands, softer seat, and softer horses. They will
discover how the patterns and practices of this discipline
can refine their horses’ carriage, coordination, and
cooperation. In addition they will learn how to set up and
use a Dressage arena to practice the various patterns and
exercises. Anyone can work at the intro level... walk, trot.
Space is limited and the price is a swinging deal, so
register promptly.
Rudy working with his 2018 Gimme Shelter horse,
Details:
Kimi. Photo credit: Evalyn Bemis Photography
Sunday, July 1, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
NNMHA arena, Rodeo Road, Santa Fe
Riders-$65. Auditors-$15
Limited to 10 riders (NNMHA membership required but you may join day of)
Register - Call or email Joyce Davis. 505-490-5390. bjmrkitty@gmail.com
Deadline to register - June 28

M ember’s Tour SAVE THE DATE!
Northern New Mexico Horsemen's Association is hosting a tour of
one of the finest private museums in the United States, right here
in Glorieta, New Mexico. This extensive private collection of
artifacts from Spanish Colonial times through the American frontier
is owned by Jim Gordon of Santa Fe, and he is opening the doors to
us on Saturday, August 18th. The cost is $10.00 per person.
Sign-ups for the tour will be available at both the June 27th and the
July 25th meetings of Northern New Mexico Horsemen's Association,
or you can contact Julie Belt at juliabelt@gmail.com to sign up.
Please don't miss out -- get your name on the sign-up for this tour!

Collector Jim Gordon talks about one of his
historic guns with a visitor. Photo credit:
Karen Denison
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Ridge Riders
Julie Belt
The June 10th Ridge Riders ride
scheduled to be held at Rowe
Mesa was cancelled due to the
closure of the Santa Fe National
Forest.
The next Ridge Riders ride will
be held on Sunday, July 15th at
the Eldorado Wilderness. The
ride will be hosted by David and
Last year’s ride hosted by the Marks’.
Photo credit: Karen Denison
Piar Marks from their home at
141 Camino Acote, followed by a
scrumptious BBQ lunch after the ride. This ride is open to all members of the Northern New Mexico
Horsemen's Association, but registration is required. Dogs will not be allowed. This will be a walk-only
ride so everyone can enjoy it.
Directions to parking: Take US Highway 285 Souh toward Clines Corner; turn LEFT onto Camino Acote.
Go 1.4 miles to 141 Camino Acote on the left side of the road. Parking will be on the circle drive around
the barn.
Riders will meet at 9:30 am, and we'll plan to be in saddle at 10:00 am. The trails in the Eldorado
Wilderness are rocky in places so shoes or boots for your horse are recommended. Plan to bring water
for yourself and a dish to pass at the BBQ lunch to be held after the ride.
Sign up for the July 15th ride will be held at the June 27th meeting of NNMHA, or contact Julie Belt at
juliabelt@gmail.com to get on the list if you cannot attend the meeting. The ride will be limited to 12
riders.

Rodeo de Santa Fe
The Rodeo is June 20 - 23 this year. Thank you to those members who have contacted Joyce about
volunteering to help with stall rentals! We’re trying something new and hiring a sub-contractor to
manage that heavy task. Save your volunteering energy and we’d be grateful for some help at a clinic
or meeting. Enjoy the Rodeo!

Keep one leg on one side, the other leg on the other side, and your mind in the middle.
– Henry Taylor, Pulitzer-winning American Poet
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Classifieds
Do you have something equine-related to sell? Short classified ads may be placed by any member in
good standing. Please send an email to Karen Denison, redmule@kdtt.net

NORTHSIDE BOARDING AVAILABLE:
Ride out on miles of trails, 5 minutes from NM599/La Tierra Rd., reasonable rates and relaxed
atmosphere. Prices from $300-375 for pens 12' x 60' and larger. Arena, round pen, 3 tack rooms, wash
rack and trailer parking. Horses fed grass mix or alfalfa twice daily. Owners provide extras, we feed.
Owner lives on premises. Contact Carolyn, Centaurus Ranch, 474-0821.

TERRY BERG, TRAINER
Lessons, training and show coaching. Specialty: Ranch Riding, Reining and Ranch Trail.
sfcolores@sprynet.com 505-473-4147

LYNN CLIFFORD
The Ride of Your Life Horsemanship Instruction & The Inner Equestrian Life Coaching/Counseling
Santa Fe, NM and by arrangement
www.lynnclifford.com
505-231-5353

Northern New Mexico Horsemen’s Association Newsletter June 2018

Page 8 of 8

