Paddock Paper
Northern New Mexico Horsemen’s Association

December 2019

Christmas Party Report
Over two dozen members turned out in their
Christmas finery on a chilly night December 6th to
enjoy each other’s company and the hospitality of
the re-opened Legal Tender Saloon in Lamy. This
was purely an evening for socializing; there was no
business meeting or guest speaker, though many
participated in a fun gift exchange. It was a great
opportunity to catch up with friends we knew and
meet others!

Our next meeting will be W ednesday, January 29 ,
details TBA. In the meantime, please stay well and cherish
each other and your critters.

2019 Officers and Board
President
David Marks david.marks.sf@gmail.com 505-466-0306
VP
Howard Gershon howard@reach-newheights.com 505-690-8433
Treasurer
Helen Newton sfcolores@sprynet.com 505-470-1396
Secretary
Joyce Davis carlotta_burra101@icloud.com 505-490-5390
At-large
John Pearson johnz.pearson@comcast.net 650-863-2491
Adjunct/Committees
Grounds manager Open
Ridge Riders Open
Programs/speakers Joyce Davis carlotta_burra101@icloud.com 505-490-5390
Newsletter/Membership Karen Denison redmule@kdtt.net 505-469-2698
Facebook page manager Open
Website manager Betsy Walker betwalk@cybermesa.com 505-466-1643

Remember, you may contact any
Board member with questions or
comments about activities. Board
meetings are held on the second
Wednesday of each month,
usually at the NNMHA office.
Members are welcome to attend;
please contact a Board member
to confirm the time and place.

Website http:\\www.NNMHA.net
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Reflections and Resolutions
[Ed. Note: Thank you to the members who answered my cold calls and replied with
some thoughts about what they’ve had this past year and what they hope to enjoy
this next. May their notes inspire you to take a moment yourself to reflect during
this busy season.]
I am thankful first and foremost for my two sweet, beautiful brown molly mules
who take the place of a therapist and for my four crazy herding dogs that keep me
laughing every day. They give purpose and meaning to my life. I am thankful for a steady job, a roof
over my head and a warm home with plenty of food to eat. I’m thankful for a shed full of hay for the
mules and thankful for Chewy.com, whom ships my dogfood right to my front door every few weeks.
I am thankful for my health and to be in possession of all of my faculties. I am thankful for friends and
family.
As the New Year quickly approaches, it brings with it the start of a new decade. I look forward to the
changes and surprises that the coming years will bring. My hopes are that I can better focus my sparse
and precious free time on building my relationship(s) with my mules, my dogs and those humans that
I hold dear; and to continue to network and advocate for the abused and abandoned animals that do
not have a voice. Let’s all try to put our fleeting, precious time to good use. Happy New Year, Happy
New Decade! Ch’EARS!
---Sarah Hutchins

When I look into my horses eyes, I am reminded of all the wonderful adventures we have shared during
the past fifteen years. He blinks and I recall the trail rides that awakened me to the story of this magical
place, with landscapes so different from those I had known in NYC. Another blink and I see my
reflection in his eyes. I'm smiling because I know that our friendship is one which I am very grateful
for. ---Cindy Plotkin

I was asked this week, what I am thankful for about my horse experiences? All week after recalling
thousands of miles of trail riding, I had many grins across my face. From riding in Yosemite amongst the
snow capped mountains, to the sands of the Pacific Ocean in Morro Bay. All the beautiful wildlife we
encountered, mountain lions, bears, foxes, bald and golden eagles. The best was sharing this with my
daughter and friends and the wonderful horses I have owned through the years. I am still riding my
daughter’s 27-year-old buckskin gelding. Hopefully, he’s got a lot of miles left in him. We go at his pace
these days. Sometimes it’s a meandering stroll in the arroyo to days that have a lot of “whoa” in them.
I am so blessed to have horses in my life. Any day at the barn is better than a day at the mall.
---Cheryl Hansen

Though it has come with it’s share of mishaps and injuries for both me and my animal, I’m grateful to
my saddle mule for the handful of years we’ve shared so far. The experience has forced me to grow,
face some of my own limitations, and brought me to meet some great people. I’m especially thankful
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this past year to more fully recognize the network of friends who can understand my concern or
frustration when I’ve had a “bad” mule day or rejoice with me when we’ve had a good one. And I’m
grateful to Lulu for indulging and teaching me through the learning curve. She is a clever, snarky, very
entertaining redhead who makes me laugh and keeps me thinking, too.
My intention for the coming year is to free up more time and focus on some bucket-list items: For one,
I want to learn to camp and pack with Lulu. Since backpacking is physically more in my past than my
future, I’m hoping to be able to regain that wonderful experience of being “out there” that overnight
camping gives. And I also hope to do more trail riding around our summer home in Colorado, which I’ve
only begun to explore from the saddle. ---Karen Denison

Newsletter and Club Emails
Karen Denison
You’ll notice that this newsletter has arrived directly, rather than requiring you to download it from our
website. In response to member feedback, I’ve abandoned the club’s bulk email service for the moment
and am using a personal email server as an experiment. This MIGHT have the advantage of reaching
some members more reliably, but also doesn’t provide any reporting on non-delivery and imposes
significant limits on file sizes, number of recipients, etc. There is also no easy way to maintain our
mailing list via self-unsubscribes (as ethically required for bulk mailings) or (most importantly) allow
access to Board members who might need it when I’m away from my Santa Fe home office. If you have
received this email and have not received newsletter announcements in the recent past (last couple
of months), please let me know at redmule@kdtt.net . This is valuable data as I wish all our members
to be receiving our club news, invitations, and meeting announcements. And if you know of any other
members who have not been receiving monthly emails, please ask them to contact me.

Membership Renewals
Yes, it’s coming that time again: our memberships run on the calendar year (January to December) so
come January 1st, it’s time to ante up. We still operate by tried-and-true methods: in person or by
postal mail. If you want to get a head start, you can download the form and follow the mailing
directions HERE. Otherwise, we’ll look forward to seeing you at the meeting in January. (And filling out
the form ahead of time would still be a time-saver for everyone.)

Somewhere in time's own space
There must be some sweet pastured place
Where creeks sing on and tall trees grow
Some paradise where horses go,
For by the love that guides my pen
I know great horses live again.
~Stanley Harrison
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Volunteers Urgently Needed
Karen Denison
Some goals are better reached by lots of people doing some part imperfectly, rather than a very few
people doing a perfect job. Running a volunteer organization may fall into the category.
In the coming months, there will be lots of tasks for which the club could use a few hands. Joyce Davis
is looking for help coordinating meeting speakers and group events. As a club, we could use a “trail
advocate” to keep tabs on trail conditions and planning meetings. And I have voluntarily taken on the
various hats of handling membership and communications, both internal (among members) and
external (public announcements of meetings and events). Although I’ve been content to help provide
these services for several years–however imperfectly–I need to step back in order to focus on aging
parents and spending more energy with my husband on our retirement plans. Since current Board
members already have plenty of tasks, this means that it’s time for other members to step up.
If you have questions or can help with some small piece of these essential club tasks, please contact me
at redmule@kdtt.net .

Classifieds
Do you have som ething equine-related to sell? Short classifie d ads m ay be placed by any m em ber in good
standing. Please send an em ail to Karen Denison, redm ule@ kdtt.net
TERRY BERG, TRAINER
Lessons, training and show coaching. Specialty: Ranch Riding, Reining and Ranch Trail. sfcolores@ sprynet.com
505-473-4147
LYNN CLIFFO RD
The Ride of Your Life Horsem anship Instruction & The Inner Equestrian Life Coaching/Counseling
Santa Fe, NM and by arrangem ent
w w w .lynnclifford.com
505-231-5353
TH E TRINITY RANCH- Santa Fe’s Premier Horse Facility: Boarding, Training, Lessons. Indoor arena, 150 x 300 jum p
course, 20 x 60m dressage court. Absolutely beautiful facility, exceptional staff, positive atm osphere.
https://w w w.santafehorse.com /
NORTH SIDE BOARDING AV AILABLE:
Ride out on m iles of trails, 5 m inutes from NM 599/La Tierra Rd., reasonable ra tes and relaxed atm osphere. Prices
from $300-375 for pens 12' x 60' and larger. Arena, round pen, 3 tack room s, w ash rack and trailer parking.
Horses fed grass m ix or alfalfa tw ice daily. Ow ners provide extras, w e feed. Ow ner lives on prem ises. Contact
Carolyn, Centaurus Ranch, 474-0821.
TH E GIFT SH O P
… featuring item s for discrim inating anim al lovers and their friends
Sales benefit anim al rescue organizations
505.231.4240
Jean VanCam p
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