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New Mexico Center for Therapeutic Riding
General membership meeting, February 26
Pecos Trail Café
6 p.m. for dinner; meeting begins at 7 p.m.
Following its motto of “Changing Lives, One Stride at a Time”, the
New Mexico Center for Therapeutic Riding reaches out to
individuals with special needs through equine-assisted activities
and therapies in northern New Mexico. NMCTR provides
instruction in riding and horsemanship with the goal of expanding
the cognitive, physical, emotional and social skills and well-being
through the four different programs offered: Therapeutic Riding
Program, Self-Mastery Program, School-Outreach program, and High School Internship Program. Our
guest speaker NMCTR Executive Director Ashley Armijo Fischer gives us an overview of their extensive
programs at the next meeting.
As always, the meeting and program is open to the public so please invite your friends. If you plan to
come, please RSVP by Sat., Feb. 22 to NNMHA@live.com so we can let our restaurant hosts be prepared.
Hope to see you there!

Membership Renewals
Approximately one quarter of our members have renewed so far, so this year is running about average
for our renewal speed. However, PLEASE attend to the process promptly if you intend to renew so that
our accounting can wrap up (as our bylaws direct) before March 1. Bring your payment and
membership form to the next general meeting, or mail the old-fashioned way. Forms and instructions
may be found HERE on our club website. Thank you for making this smoother for all concerned!

Come off to the stable, all you who are able,
And give your horses some oats and some corn,
For if you don’t do it, your colonel will know it,
And then you will rue it, as sure as you’re born.
–Words to the “Stable Call”cavalry bugle call
(Listen to cavalry bugle calls HERE. Do scroll do wn.)
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Last G en eral M eetin g, Jan u ary 2 9 th
After a rather lengthy hiatus due to holidays, NNMHA returned to Pecos Trail Café for our more usual
meeting format. About two dozen were in attendance and it was good to see folks after the long
break.
There were several announcements as dinner ended: President David Marks welcomed everyone and
reminded us that membership renewals are due now. He also said that there will be news coming soon
regarding the Grounds. V.P. Howard Gershon spoke on behalf of the Horse Shelter; they are seeking
trainers for this year’s Gimme Shelter event as only four have committed thus far. And Karen Denison
passed along an invitation from NNMHA member and Caza Ladron Hunt director Brian Gonzales for
members to participate in a “Western Riding Hunt”. Hunt date has been set for March 7 th from HIPICO.
Evening Program: Learning Through Horses
Our well-dressed speaker was David Baker, a founding board
member of Learning Through Horses. He gave an overview of the
more-than-year-long process of organizing the relatively new nonprofit whose mission is to provide a way for anyone who truly
desires–child or adult, disabled or able-bodied–to build a
relationship with horses. The idea came through the example of
local trainer Karen Nord (with whom all the organizers have some
connection) who has tried to provide that experience for “whoever
comes down the driveway” of her place on west Alameda Street in
Santa Fe. The non-profit acts as an umbrella by organizing
Photo by Piar Marks
participants via an online sign-up process, providing insurance, and
engaging a trainer/facility to run a group lesson or activity. Trainers are paid through donations from
participants, although those unable to pay are not turned away. Though Karen Nord is the primary
trainer at this point, LTH is seeking other trainers with whom to partner. David was careful to point
out that this arrangement allows whole families to participate (sometimes parents wish to ride or work
with the horses, too, when their kids are involved) and that there are a significant number of
adolescent boys in the program. Older, experienced kids are partnered to help with activities for the
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Remember, you may contact any
Board member with questions or
comments about activities. Board
meetings are held on the second
Wednesday of each month,
usually at the NNMHA office.
Members are welcome to attend;
please contact a Board member
to confirm the time and place.

http:\\www.NNMHA.net
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younger participants, growing the sense of community and individual achievement. LTH has served
about 150 participants in the past year, and hopes to grow into other locations and disciplines,
especially Western disciplines. Through the winter, activity days are scheduled only a couple days a
month but NNMHA members are invited to attend to see the proceedings for themselves. Learn more
through their website https://lthsf.org/ or Facebook page.

Caza Ladron Hunt Invitation
Brian Gonzales
Please join the members and staff of Caza Ladron
Hunt for a special Western Invitational Day Saturday,
March 7, following foxhounds in the Caja del Rio.
While foxhunting has its origins in the rolling green
fields of England, the US version, particularly here in
the Southwest, has evolved into an activity that is
more suited to our cactus and coyote environment.
With that in mind, we would like to encourage all our
Western friends and family to come explore the
territory with us as our pack of hounds follows the
wandering scent of the resident coyotes.
Frequently Asked Questions:
Do we have to jump?
No jumping is required, although there may be some arroyos to cross that involve stepping up and
down or over washouts.
Does my horse need shoes?
If your horse has tough bare feet and can handle some rocky patches, they'll probably be fine. For those
with more tender hooves, at least front shoes might be a good choice. Regular foxhunting members
and staff usually hunt with shoes all around, plus snow pads and traction nails so they can handle any
footing throughout the winter.
Is there a fast group and a slow group?
Yes, we'll have three groups of riders out that day, each led by a Field Master who keeps track of the
locations of hounds and staff and prevents guests from getting lost:
"First Field" stays right up with hounds and will move at a fast trot and gallop where necessary. Horses
must be quite fit for this group. "Second Field" will trot and canter, but is more measured in its pace
and may lose and regain sight of hounds. "Third Field" will go gently, probably not really trying to stay
near hounds, but is a quiet introduction for green horses and more mellow riders.
We generally recommend that horses who have not been out in the open in groups begin their day in
Second Field, until they've demonstrated that they are not upset by the experience. If your horse is
likely to kick or needs a little extra space, put a small red ribbon into their tail to alert other riders. You
can always shift from one field to another, as your horse and your comfort levels require, although we
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do ask that you always let your Field Master know so we don't think you're lost. Riders must stay with
their groups, and we ask that they never pass their Field Master!
Do we kill anything?
No, killing the native coyotes is not really on the agenda, our hounds (mostly American Foxhound
Crossbreds) follow the scent but if the coyote heads off into a den or down the rocks of an arroyo, we
call it a day and leave him for another time.
How long do we ride?
Most hunts are about 3 hours, although if horses are tired they can drop back to Second or Third Field,
and either of those might head in early. Often our hunts cover 10-15 miles in the course of a morning,
so a reasonable level of fitness is recommended.
What do we wear?
While hunt staff and members usually wear scarlet or black hunt coats, britches and tall boots, our
guests are always welcome in whatever tack and clothing make them most comfortable. Helmets are
recommended by our insurance, but we will have a special waiver for those who prefer other
headwear.
Lunch?
After the hunt, we usually have a potluck tailgate, called a "hunt breakfast," where we'll have burners
and tables available. Bring a chair!
Cost:
We are always happy to have donations to help support the hounds' food and care, but for this event
we're not charging guests. During the regular season our guest "capping fee" charge is $50 and each
guest can hunt three times a season before being asked to consider joining.
Questions?
More information is available at our Facebook page, Caza Ladron Hunt, and on our web site,
www.cazaladron.ning.com. Or you can call Nancy Ambrosiano, 505-412-1042, Phyllis Gonzales at
505-470-3952, her husband Brian, 505-470-7107 or Richard Patton, 505-660-4325.

Longtime members Karen and Eldon Reyer have been battling various ailments the past year. Most
recently, Eldon is recovering from a stroke last month which has left him with some mobility and
memory issues. They are living in Nambe with their daughter and her family. We wish them both well
and hope for swift and smooth recovery.

SAVE THE DATE! Saturday, May 30
Horsemen’s Day at Galisteo Basin Preserve
This will be the re-schedule for the event postponed because of last year’s VS outbreak. More
information to come.
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Classifieds
Do you have something equine-related to sell? Short classified ads may be placed by any member in
good standing. Please send an email to Karen Denison, redmule@kdtt.net
STUART H. GARBER, DC, PhD, AVCA, Animal Chiropractor
39 years experience. Certified in animal chiropractic by the American Veterinary Chiropractic
Association. Equines and canines but also happy to treat any critter with a spine. By appointment 505.913.7493
TERRY BERG, TRAINER
Lessons, training and show coaching. Specialty: Ranch Riding, Reining and Ranch Trail.
sfcolores@sprynet.com 505-473-4147
LYNN CLIFFORD
The Ride of Your Life Horsemanship Instruction & The Inner Equestrian Life Coaching/Counseling
Santa Fe, NM and by arrangement
www.lynnclifford.com
505-231-5353
THE TRINITY RANCH- Santa Fe’s Premier Horse Facility: Boarding, Training, Lessons. Indoor arena, 150
x 300 jump course, 20 x 60m dressage court. Absolutely beautiful facility, exceptional staff, positive
atmosphere.
https://www.santafehorse.com/
NORTHSIDE BOARDING AVAILABLE:
Ride out on miles of trails, 5 minutes from NM599/La Tierra Rd., reasonable rates and relaxed
atmosphere. Prices from $300-375 for pens 12' x 60' and larger. Arena, round pen, 3 tack rooms, wash
rack and trailer parking. Horses fed grass mix or alfalfa twice daily. Owners provide extras, we feed.
Owner lives on premises. Contact Carolyn, Centaurus Ranch, 474-0821.
THE GIFT SHOP
… featuring items for discriminating animal lovers and their friends
Sales benefit animal rescue organizations
505.231.4240
Jean VanCamp
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