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Special M em ber M eeting
Wednesday, March 25, 2020
Pecos Trail Café 7:00 pm
To take the place of our regular members’ meeting this month, we’re have a special meeting with the
sole topic being the Board’s proposal to sell the Grounds. There will be a presentation by the Board
and a referendum for the membership to decide whether to authorize the Board to proceed.
Please attend this meeting! You’re encouraged to come early, enjoy dinner on your own in the regular
dining room, then join us in the back room for the meeting. We’ll have the room set up with lots of
chairs.
If you are a current member, you will be receiving directly an informational statement from the Board
outlining our current situation with the Grounds and why the Board feels their proposal is in the best
interests of the club. They are asking for a quorum of voting members to participate in the
referendum; a simple majority of the required quorum will decide the path the Board can take.
If there is any doubt whether you can attend the meeting in person, please participate by proxy vote.
Give your signed form to any other member in good standing who will be at the meeting; family
memberships count as two adult voters, so don’t forget spouses. You may instruct your proxy how to
vote, or leave it to their discretion–that’s between you and your proxy. And if you should make it to
the meeting after submitting a proxy form, your form will be voided. We’d much rather see you
anyway!

Save the Date : Horsemen’s Day at Galisteo Basin Preserve
Saturday, May 30, 2020 (Weekend after Memorial Day)
Last summer, a special day planned to celebrate horseback riders at GBP was cancelled due to an
outbreak of vesicular stomatitus. Santa Fe Horse Coalition and Northern New Mexico Horsemen’s
Association have re-scheduled with GBP for the Saturday after Memorial Day weekend. If you aren’t
familiar with the property, this will be a chance for a good introduction as there are some group rides
and a picnic planned. Let’s show some solidarity with other horseback users and some love for these
trails. More details coming, but do get it on your calendar.
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Last G en eral M eetin g, Feb ru ary 2 6 th
The February general meeting at Pecos Trail Café was well attended by about thirty members and some
guests. President David Marks opened the meeting by introducing Brian Gonzales who invited
everyone to come to Caza Ladron’s first “Western Foxhunt” scheduled for March 7. He fielded several
questions and more information (including confirmation of meeting time and place) will be listed on
our website.
David then gave a synopsis of our situation with regard to the possible purchase of our Grounds by
Santa Fe County which boiled down to this: the Parks and Open Space Division is interested in our
property at a price commensurate with its current restrictive zoning; income generated from the
Grounds has steadily declined and maintenance concerns have piled up; our usage of the Grounds for
our own programs has been small, perhaps a half-dozen afternoons in a year; and due to an oversight
somewhere back in our long history, we have no property tax waiver and the County has now assessed
us taxes for the last two years. The Board has been struggling for some time to find solution to the
maintenance situation, but the surprise tax assessment received in November was a jolt that puts a
deadline on choices. The Board feels a sale is in the best interest of the Club and that the money could
be safely “parked” while the Club can weigh in on where to go from there. A CPA and lawyer are both
helping research options which would be appropriate.
The Board cannot act without the blessing of the membership and has signed no contract as yet. To
be authorized to do so, 60% of our voting membership (current members, 1 vote per individual
membership and up to 2 adult votes per family membership) must participate in a special vote. The
special meeting will be March 25 th . David asked that everyone renew their memberships promptly if
they have not done so, and to participate either by coming to the meeting or designating a proxy to
praticipate using a signed form.
Treasurer Helen Newton added that more information will be forthcoming via email to the whole
current membership soon after the renewal “grace period” ends March 1.
E ven in g P ro gram : N e w M ex ico C en ter fo r Th erap eu tic R id in g
Our dynamic speaker for the evening was Ashley Armijo Fischer, Executive Director of NMCTR since
2012. She proceeded with a short, but very dense overview of the four programs which NMCTR uses
to engage and serve clients in the area: Therapeutic Riding, School Outreach, Self Mastery, and a High
School Intern program. They serve clients ranging in age for
8 to 80 in the Therapy Riding program and offer 8-week
schedules of private or group lessons. School Outreach
consists of working directly with Santa Fe area schools to
provide therapy riding to low-income special needs students
via scholarships. This curriculum is shaped to reinforce
whatever skills are being covered in the classroom such as
solving a math puzzle to determine what spot in the arena
the student rides next. She noted that there is always a lot
of grant writing involved with this operating this program
and there is an unfortunate wait list for participation. The
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Self Mastery program involves at-risk youth in a non-riding program which helps with strengthening
emotional and behavioral self management skills. And the High School Intern program provides
through their participating schools high school credit for students as well as life skills training (time
management, problem solving, team building) while utilizing their time to help with riding lessons,
barn chores, fund raising and horse care.
All the riding instructors at NMCTR are certified with the Professional Association of Therapeutic
Horsemanship (PATH) and the Self Mastery program also involves counseling professionals. Measuring
effective progress for each client is an integral part of all programs and Ashley explained how
appropriate benchmarks are used in each program and lesson.
Their operation has grown by leaps and bounds since it was first established in 2006. During Ashley’s
tenure it has expanded from serving about 20 clients with four horses to serving over 100 clients during
the fall 2019 term using nine horses. They are a nearly all-volunteer staff with an active board and
support crew of nearly 80 people. They have concrete goals for the short- and long-term which include
acquiring their own property in which to operate and have retirement home for their horses, as well
as one day being able to have the ability to hire key staffing positions. They are always happy to have
more volunteers, or horse sponsors, or scholarship donors. Anyone having questions is encouraged
to contact Ashley and is invited to a barbecue open house at the NMCTR home at HIPICO from noon 3 pm, March 7.

The problem I see people having with their horses is due to so many of them thinking they can start out
quite a ways up the line from where the horse is in his development. Some real important things get
passed over when they start way up there. To get the better results, a person needs to start down below
where most people want to work with the horse.
–Bill Dorrance, True Horsemanship Through Feel

2020 Officers and Board
President
David Marks david.marks.sf@gmail.com 505-466-0306
VP
Howard Gershon howard@ reach-newheights.com 505-690-8433
Treasurer
Helen Newton sfcolores@sprynet.com 505-470-1396
Secretary
Joyce Davis carlotta_burra101@icloud.com 505-490-5390
At-large
John Pearson johnz.pearson@comcast.net 650-863-2491
Adjunct/Committees
Grounds manager
Open
Ridge Riders
Open
Programs/speakers Joyce Davis carlotta_burra101@icloud.com 505-490-5390
Newsletter/Membership Karen Denison redmule@kdtt.net 505-469-2698
Facebook page manager Open
Website manager Betsy Walker betwalk@cybermesa.com 505-466-1643
Website

Remember, you may contact any
Board member with questions or
comments about activities. Board
meetings are held on the second
Wednesday of each month,
usually at the NNMHA office.
Members are welcome to attend;
please contact a Board member
to confirm the time and place.

http:\\www.NNMHA.net
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Classifieds
Do you have something equine-related to sell?
Short classified ads may be placed by any member
in good standing. Please send an email to Karen
Denison, redmule@kdtt.net
STUART H. GARBER, DC, PhD, AVCA, Animal
Chiropractor
39 years experience. Certified in animal
chirop ractic by the American Veterinary
Chiropractic Association. Equines and canines but
also happy to treat any critter with a spine. By
appointment - 505.913.7493
TERRY BERG, TRAINER
Lessons, training and show coaching. Specialty:
Ranch Ridin g, Reining and Ranch Trail.
sfcolores@sprynet.com 505-473-4147
LYNN CLIFFORD
The Ride of Your Life Horsemanship Instruction &
The Inner Equestrian Life Coaching/Counseling
Santa Fe, NM and by arrangement
www.lynnclifford.com
505-231-5353

Sharp-eyed readers of Western Horseman will find
a photo of Clint Mortenson’s shed row barn in the
current issue. It exemplifies good siting and good
design as the accompanying article describes. Clint
is owner of Mortenson’s Silver and Saddles on
Bonanza Creek Rd. Thank you, Sandee Smith, for
reporting.

Two Clinics:
Centered Riding with Lucile Bump Clinic April 25-26; private lessons April 27
Hosted at Nizhoni Ranch, Cerrillos
Lucile Bump is one of the first generation of Centered Riding founder Sally Swift’s mentees.
James Shaw, Ride from Within Clinic August 22-23 Hosted at Nizhoni Ranch, Cerrillos
James Shaw teaches a body-centered approach which emphasizes a natural, dynamic seat for riders
resulting in fluid, effortless movement for the horse.
Much more information on either clinic can be found here: http://lynnclifford.com/events/
THE TRINITY RANCH- Santa Fe’s Premier Horse Facility: Boarding, Training, Lessons. Indoor arena, 150
x 300 jump course, 20 x 60m dressage court. Absolutely beautiful facility, exceptional staff, positive
atmosphere.
https://www.santafehorse.com/
NORTHSIDE BOARDING AVAILABLE:
Ride out on miles of trails, 5 minutes from NM599/La Tierra Rd., reasonable rates and relaxed
atmosphere. Prices from $300-375 for pens 12' x 60' and larger. Arena, round pen, 3 tack rooms, wash
rack and trailer parking. Horses fed grass mix or alfalfa twice daily. Owners provide extras, we feed.
Owner lives on premises. Contact Carolyn, Centaurus Ranch, 474-0821.
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