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 Paddock Paper 
Northern New Mexico Horsemen’s Association Newsletter             December 2022 

 

Join Us!  Our Holiday Party is Dec. 11  
Just a reminder…It’s Sunday, December 11, 1 – 4 pm, at 

Terra Nova Equestrian Center, 47 Ranch Road, Santa Fe.  

The main gate will be open.  (Terra Nova is the home base for 

Via Nova Training.)   

This party is a wonderful opportunity to meet and greet new 

members, so introduce yourself to someone you don’t know!  

We will be meeting in the party room that has a full kitchen.  NNMHA is providing meat 

and veggie enchiladas (and tamales).  Our hosts are providing beverages.  Please 

bring your favorite appetizer, side dish or dessert.  Like last year, we are collecting 

canned and/or non-perishable food for an area food depot.   

If you haven’t already, RSVP to Joyce Davis, bjmrkitty@gmail.com, by Sunday, 

December 4. 

During our meeting, there will be a brief presentation on Via Nova Training and its 

approach to positive training and reinforcement.  A tour of the facilities is planned, to 

begin at 1 pm, with the meal and presentation to follow. 

Let’s enjoy the festivities together.  NNMHA and its members have a lot to celebrate!      
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Learn What’s Being Done to Preserve 

Open Space at Jan. Program Meeting 
There are groups hard at work protecting and preserving the landscapes that make 

where we live unique.  Commonweal Conservancy is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization 

that works with others to do just that.  Its goals are to protect precious open space and 

provide for other social needs through smart environmental planning.  The 

Commonweal is active through public outreach, land restoration and working with land 

owners, to name a few. 

Beloved by equestrians, hikers and bikers, the Galisteo 

Basin Preserve, south of Santa Fe, is Commonweal’s 

flagship conservation initiative.  As a large-scale 

conservation development designed to protect a vast 

wildlife habitat, recreation lands and scenic open space, 

it serves as a successful example of how to incorporate 

conservation and development. 

Come to our Wednesday, January 25, program meeting to 

learn more about the critical work being done by 

Commonweal, specifically in the Galisteo Basin.  A well-

known equestrian and Commonweal 

advocate, Deidre Monroe will 

provide an overview of the group’s 

work, as well as specific plans underway in the Galisteo Basin.   

Deidre has long been involved in promoting and giving voice to 

trails use and improvement and has been recognized for her 

role in working with governmental agencies and others to 

influence public policy related to trail planning, protection, 

development and maintenance.   

The meeting begins at 7 pm – join others for dinner at 6 pm.  We are at our usual 

location, the Pecos Trail Café, 2239 Old Pecos Trail, Santa Fe.    

If you want to read more about Commonweal and trail work in the Galisteo Basin, an 

article, “Trail Blazers,” appeared in the November edition of New Mexico magazine. 
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Board Focuses on Plans for 2023, 

Approves Final Grant for this Year  
Two new Board members, Ed Srsic and Georgia Fischel, were welcomed by others at 

the November meeting.  Officer positions were decided:  Howard Gershon, president; 

Georgia Fischel, vice president; John Pearson, treasurer (and temporary secretary); 

Gary Clendenen, Paula Zima and Evalyn Bemis, at-large members. 

Karen Denison reported that NNMHA ended this year with the highest paid 

membership in the last six years, thanks to new members who have joined throughout 

the year. Thanks, new members! 

The “Working with Cattle” clinic was well attended and the sixteen auditors, in 

particular, benefitted from the PA system that was used.  The Board voted to purchase 

the borrowed system.  While used, it is in good working condition.   

The Board decided to revise the NNMHA waiver to more clearly state that 

clinician/trainer hosts of any workshop, clinic, trail ride or other event have the right and 

responsibility to excuse a rider if the horse (or rider) is not able to fully participate, at 

any time.  This addition to the waiver will be voted on at the January meeting.  If 

approved, it will be added to our waiver.        

The Board approved a $1,500 grant to Commonweal Conservancy, Santa Fe.  The 

grant is specific to the group’s work in the Galisteo Basin Preserve regarding multi-use 

trails in the nearly 10,000-acre area south of Santa Fe.  There is a fundraising effort 

underway to raise $150,000 to finish trails and protect wildlife habitats; NNMHA’s grant 

represents a one percent contribution to Commonweal’s campaign.   Come to our 

Wednesday, January 25 program meeting (see related article) to learn more. 

The Board continues to work on a special report that will highlight accomplishments 
through our Giving Program and other activities for the past calendar year.  When 
available, it will be sent to members and posted on our website.      
 
The next Board meeting is January 17.  On January 11, the Board will hold a strategic 
planning session to focus on initiatives for 2023, with a particular focus on engaging 
youth, especially through youth organizations.  If any member has a comment or 
question for Board consideration, please feel free to contact any Board member.  We 
welcome member input!    
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Off-Track Thoroughbred Rehab Center 
Has Many Success Stories 
“I had two childhood dreams: to be a dressage rider and get 

accepted into the School of Ballet in New York City,” said Erin 

Swinney, a well-respected area horse trainer who started Pas de 

Cheval Horse Rescue, a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization, several 

years ago.   

The Center is dedicated to the rehabilitation, retraining and 

rehoming of off-track Thoroughbreds (OTTB) in Cerrillos.  At least 28 people heard 

Erin describe her story at our program meeting where Erin was our guest speaker..    

At 13, she was accepted into the School and danced as a professional ballerina for 

more than a decade.  “Ballet dancing and horse racing worlds have several parallels,” 

Erin explained.  “They are physical demanding, injuries are common and both horses 

and dancers are started at young ages.  Thoroughbreds start at age two whereas most 

ballet dancers don’t dance after they are 20.”  She studied and competed in dressage, 

while training in classical ballet. 

When Erin returned here, she rescued 

her first horse while working with a 

trainer who was already rehabilitating 

horses.  Since then, she has rehabbed, 

trained and placed more than 40 OTTB 

horses.   

Depending on the horse’s ability and 

owner’s interests, the horses go on to 

become dressage, trail, therapy, college equestrian team 

members, therapy and companion equines.  Typically, they 

go to owners in the Southwest, but some are placed as far 

as the East Coast. 

At Pas de Cheval, horse rehab includes a focus on mind 

and body.  “Common injuries include bone fractures and 

bowed tendons, among other injuries.  They may require 

surgery, stall rest or PRP (Platelet Rich Plasma) treatments,” she explained.  Erin 

works with a network of trainers, veterinarians and farriers, depending on the specific 

needs of each horse.   
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“Mentally, horses need to heal from trauma and learn how to trust people.  A lot of 

times, I have to teach them how to simply slow down,” Erin added.   

“They also need to socialize with 

other horses.  When ready, she 

works with them in an arena or on trails, or both.  “Thoroughbreds are sensitive, 

intelligent and have heart.  They have taught me so much.”  When asked which of her 

success stories were her favorite, Erin replied, “All 40 of them!”  

If you would like to help, Erin can always use hay, foster homes for companion 

animals, tack, supplements and volunteer help.  For more 

information, call or email Erin, 505 316-0311, 

pasdechevalhorserecue@gmail.com or visit pasdecheval.org. 

Working Cattle Clinic Focuses on  
“Real World” Ranch Work      
There was a lot of cutting, herding, circling and more happening a few weeks ago at 
our “Working Cattle” clinic with trainer/clinician Loal Tucker, at his facility in Lamy.  This 
was a great opportunity for the riders to also work on settling the herd, tracking the cow 
and taking it down the fence.  “Going slow helps a horse remember what you just 
taught it,” Loal said.  It also calms the cattle.  “When a horse is moving (circling), cows 
stand still.” 
 
Each person worked solo, observed others and received individual attention from Loal 
throughout the day.  About 16 auditors also took advantage of the great weather. 
Loal started participants by asking them to watch him circle the herd of cows, a step 
that calms the cows and horses.  It also helps keep the herd together by not allowing a 
cow to separate from the herd.  Then the riders rode in a circle around the cows, 
practicing what Loal had just demonstrated.   
 

mailto:pasdechevalhorserecue@gmail.com
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After that, the group worked together to move the herd 
around the arena, keeping the cows together.  At each 
step, Loal offered tips, advice and encouragement.   
 
He explained, “Look for the eyes of the cow, as you 
walk through the herd.  If your horse’s hip is pointing 
out of the circle, push it back in.  Also, keep your inside 
hand tighter than your outside.  And, pet your horse a 
lot to encourage it that it’s doing the right thing.”   
 

Next, Loal asked the riders to walk into 
the herd, one at a time.  (Loal is wearing a 
black jacket and black hat, leaning to help 
a rider in a photo.)      
 
As the day progressed, the walking into 
the herd turned into cutting or singling out 
a cow and keeping it by itself.  Just like 
ranchers have done for a long, long time, 
whether to get a closer look for some 

reason, administer medication, brand or move it to another location altogether.   
 

“If we were working on a ranch, this is what 
we’d be doing – pushing cows around.  You 
need to make some presence to get the cows to 
do what you want them to do.  Everybody 
having fun?   
 
“What to do when a horse begins to cut, Loal 
advised, “Just hold on!” 
 
Editor’s 

note:  My father bred, raised, rode and showed 
cutting horses for many years.  When he gave me 
a very well-bred cutter a long time ago, I asked him 
what to do if it started to cut.  He said, “Just hold 
on.”   
 
Seems both Loal and my father knew what they 
were talkin’ about.  Indeed, “Just hold on.” 
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Do You 

Know… 
How “cutting” got started as a 
competition?  According to the 
National Horse Association of 
Australia, the first cutting 
horse competition was held in 1898 in Texas.  Today, there are dozens of competitions 
worldwide, the majority in Australia and the US.   
 
In a time when space was vast and fences were few, horses that could assist their 
riders with the duty of caring for cattle became the pride of the cowboy (or cowgirl).  
Guess it’s no surprise that the competitive natures of both these horses and their riders  
came to the fore.  

Classifieds   
Do you have something equine-related to sell or services to provide?  Short, classified ads may be placed by 
any member in good standing.  Please send an email with exact wording for your ad to: Sandra, 
smithcom@goldengate.net, or Karen, redmule@kdtt.net.  Advertisers:  If you need your ad removed from this 
space, please let us know. 

 
STUART H. GARBER, DC, PhD, AVCA 
Equine chiropractor.  Equines and canines, but also happy to treat any critter with a 
spine.  By appointment, call 505 913-7493. 
 
TERRY BERG TRAINING 
Trainer offers lessons, training, show coaching.  Specialty: ranch riding, reining and 
ranch trail.  Contact: sfcolores@sprynet.com, 505 473-4147. 
 
LYNN CLIFFORD HORSEMANSHIP 
The Ride of Your Life Horsemanship instruction and The Inner Equestrian Life 
coaching/counseling, Santa Fe.  By arrangement: www.lynnclifford.com, 505 231-
5353.  Check this website for upcoming events and clinics hosted by Lynn and 
colleagues. 
 
 
 
 

mailto:smithcom@goldengate.net
mailto:redmule@kdtt.net
mailto:sfcolores@sprynet.co
http://www.lynnclifford.com/
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THE TRINITY RANCH BOARDING 
Santa Fe’s premier horse facility.  Boarding, training, lessons, indoor arena, 150x300 
jump course, 20x60 dressage court.  Absolutely beautiful facility, exceptional staff, 
positive atmosphere.  More info: www.santafehorse.com. 
 
NORTHSIDE BOARDING 
Ride out on miles of trails, five minutes from NM599/La Tierra Rd.  Reasonable rates, 
relaxed atmosphere.  Prices from $300-$375 for pens 12x60 and larger.  Arena, round 
pen, three tack rooms, wash rack, trailer parking.  Horses fed grass mix or alfalfa twice 
daily.  Boarders provide extras, we feed.  Owner lives on premises.  Contact: Carolyn, 
Centaurus Ranch, 505 474-0821. 
 
TRAINER TO WORK WITH NON-PROFIT 
ISO-English or Western trainer willing to work in tandem with local, insured non-profit 
to bring together horses and humans, who might not otherwise have the opportunity for 
riding experiences.  Seeking two, one-hour time slots per week, preferably on the 
weekend or between 3:30 - 4:30 pm weekdays.  If interested, please e-mail Learning 
Through Horses at thunderhorse40@hotmail.com with questions or for more info. 
 
NEED USED TWO-HORSE TRAILER 
Looking for a used two-horse bumper pull stock trailer or light weight  
trailer.  Call Susan Kaz, 505 685-4745.  
 
SUBSTITUTE BARN MANAGER NEEDED 
Substitute barn manager needed for small Santa Fe horse rescue.  5-10 days per 

month.  Horse handling experience and basic horse training ability are needed.  This 

may evolve into a full-time, live-in position.  For more information, call 505 570-7377. 

TRAINER, EDUCATOR, FARM-SITTER AVAILABLE  
Horse trainer and educator, successfully starting and gentling young horses, as well as 
renegotiating behaviors in troubled horses for 15 years. Studied under Buck 
Brannaman and rode for Dressage Olympian Courtney King-Dye. She works with the 
horse as opposed to on the horse, and the results bring a lot of contentment and 
connection to both horse and human. She is also available to farm-sit.  Contact 
Courtney Colella with questions or inquiries, 336 757-2791, 
courtneymcolella@gmail.com.  
 
TRAILER FOR SALE 
2001 Sundowner 3H GN Valuelite slant-load horse trailer for sale.  Great shape.  
$13,000.  Call Cheryl, 949 521-4205. 
 
 

mailto:thunderhorse40@hotmail.com
mailto:courtneymcolella@gmail.com
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TRAILER FOR SALE  
EquiSpirit two-horse gooseneck straight-load trailer. Very 

well-maintained, built for safe and smooth hauling with very 

good visibility for the horses through large bus windows. 

Well-ventilated, good tires and many features.  Gooseneck 

area is pristine as a sleeping compartment. One owner. 

Asking $10,000/obo.  Call Evalyn Bemis, 505 577-4141. 

AWD SEDAN FOR SALE 
2015 Audi A4 Quattro S Line Series, AWD sedan.  Leather-power-
sunroof-navigation-dual temp-heated seats, plus more.  
FANTASTIC CAR!  99,988 miles.  Asking $15,750.  Contact Wendy 
Tucker, 505 350-8333 or email, wendyw@loaltucker.com. 
 
 
 

 

 

Board and Committees  
Officers of the Board 
President Howard Gershon  howard@reach-newheights.com  505 690-8433     
VP  Georgia Fischel  georgia@dragonflynativejewelry.com 540 222-4997  
Treasurer John Pearson   johnz.pearson@comcast.net   650 863-2491 
Secretary John Pearson (temporary) johnz.pearson@comcast.net   650 863-2491 
At-large Evalyn Bemis   evalyn@newmexico.com    NA 

Gary Clendenen  gclendenen@yahoo.com   518 225-9935 
Er Srsic   esrsic@gmail.com    415 305-3238 
Paula Zima   paula@paulazima.com   505 629-2838 

 
Committees 
Partnerships  Howard Gershon howard@reach-newheights.com  505 690-8433 
Giving Program* Gary Clendenen gclendenen@yahoo.com   518 225-9935 
Ridge Riders  Ed Srsic  esrsic@gmail.com    415 305-3238 
Programs  Joyce Davis  bjmrkitty@gmail.com    505 490-5390 
Clinics   Carol Marthens luminaryllamas@msn.com   214 662-9616 

mailto:wendyw@loaltucker.com
mailto:howard@reach-newheights.com
mailto:georgia@dragonflynativejewelry.com
mailto:johnz.pearson@comcast.net
mailto:johnz.pearson@comcast.net
mailto:evalyn@newmexico.com
mailto:gclendenen@yahoo.com
mailto:esrsic@gmail.com
mailto:howard@reach-newheights.com
mailto:gclendenen@yahoo.com
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Website Manager Betsy Walker  betwalk@cybermesa.com   505 466-1943 
Communications/ Karen Denison redmule@kdtt.net           505 469-2698 
membership 
Newsletter  Sandra Smith  smithcom@goldengate.net       505 983-0144 
 
*Scholarships, grants and sponsorships 
 

Website  http://www.NNMHA.org  
NNMHA Email contact@nnmha.org 

 
NNMHA encourages and educates our members and the broader northern New Mexico community 
with regard to equine wellness and equestrian activities 
 

You are welcome to contact Board members with questions or comments about plans or activities. Board meetings are 
held each month, and members are invited to participate in Board meetings. Meetings may be online or in person.  Please 

contact any Board member for more information. 
 

 
 

I will honor Christmas in my heart,  
and try to keep it all the year.  

Charles Dickens  

mailto:betwalk@cybermesa.com
mailto:redmule@kdtt.net
mailto:smithcom@goldengate.net
mailto:contact@nnmha.org

