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Learn about Wild Horses
& Support The Horse
Shelter at Film Festival
on Wednesday, June 29
Our Film Festival to benefit The Horse Shelter is
Wednesday, June 29, 7 pm, at the Santa Fe
Playhouse, 142 E. De Vargas Street, Santa Fe. We
hope you share our enthusiasm for this event. Net
proceeds from the Film Festival go to The Horse
Shelter. The funding is through a grant provided by the NNMHA Giving Program.
The film is a feature documentary, “The Mustangs: America’s Wild Horses.” Produced
by Robert Redford, it dramatically captures the beauty and the plight of wild horses and
features music by Bruce Springsteen, Emmylou Harris and Willie Nelson. A panel
discussion will follow the 90-minute film.
Tickets are limited. They are $20 ($15 for students with IDs) and available for
purchase on our website, www.nnmha.org/mustangfilm.html or the Santa Fe
Playhouse website, www.santafeplayhouse.org.
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There is only one screening and seats are limited. On the website, simply click on the
“Tickets” banner and scroll down to the event. All tickets are general admission.
The Life of Wild Horses Today
In the film, you will see places throughout America where few people have been, in
following these horses. At the time of filming, there were more than 80,000
wild horses on federal lands and more than 50,000 in government corrals.
Redford says, "America's wild horses are fighting their last stand. Increasing
competition for our natural resources threatens our wilderness areas, our wild horses
and other wildlife species. Horses are interwoven into the very fabric of what is
America. What threatens them threatens us all."
Thanks to the Playhouse staff for graciously making the theater available at a minimal
cost and handling ticket sales. This event is in partnership with Equus Film Festival.
Check out the poster for this event at The Horse Shelter Resale Store!

SAVE THE DATE:

Our July program meeting will be a social get-together,
so save the date! It is Saturday, July 23, noon – 3 pm, at the Sheriff’s Posse,
3213 Rodeo Road, Santa Fe. A catered meal will be served, so plan to come and
visit with others! Guests are welcome.

Ridge Riders Group Rides On the Go
Dodging windy weather and fire danger, the Ridge Riders schedule of group rides
continues. We had a successful ride in April. However, we had to cancel the ride in
May due to high winds. The June ride location was originally in the Abiquiu area, but
the Carson National Forest is closed due to fire concerns. However, we quickly
pivoted and rode instead at Cerrillos Hills State Park on June 4.
The next ride is Saturday, July 9. Details to come.
See details in this newsletter or as email blasts. Rides
are limited to members, but nonmembers are welcome.
Any non-member can go to our website, nnmha.org, and
join. It’s online and easy!
As with all rides, safety is paramount and proper riding
etiquette will be followed. To sign up, go to our website, nnmha.org, and see the Ridge
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Riders page. (Also look at “Rules for Ridge Rider Outings.”) If you have specific
questions, contact Ed, esrsic@gmail.com or 415 305-3238.
If you go, please send photos via email and we will publish them in the newsletter,
space permitting. Happy trails!

Riding in Ghost Ranch’s “O’Keeffe
Country” Offers Picturesque Landscape
The Ghost Ranch area is often called “O’Keeffe Country”
after famous artist Georgia O’Keeffe, because she lived in a
guest house on the ranch. Many of her famous paintings
depict this area. Today, Ghost Ranch is a storied education
and retreat center in the Abiuqui area. It’s riding program is
a staple of the many events and activities that take place at
the ranch year-round.
Our May program meeting featured speaker Wrangler Jeff
Kennedy. He talked about his experiences as Ghost
Ranch’s riding program wrangler and the history of the
ranch. As wrangler, Jeff regularly shares this historic and
inspiring landscape with riders as they cover some of the
21,000 acres that make up Ghost Ranch today.
Jeff grew up in Brooklyn, NY, and studied hospitality in
college. His prior horse experience was two college courses, (he was required to take
two physical education courses). The first course was an intro to horsemanship that
he said consisted of cleaning stables and tack. They didn’t even get hands on a horse
that semester. Nonetheless, he thought it sounded from the course title more
interesting than volleyball. He discovered his love of being around horses. The
second horsemanship class was much the same, except he was allowed two rides on
horses!
Lucky for Jeff, his parents purchased property in NM in 2000, and they still commute
from NY to NM to enjoy our state’s hospitality. Back then, Jeff was invited to spend
time in NM with some family friends, visited many places in NM. He loved what he
saw. In 2008, thanks to a friend who worked at Bishop’s Lodge, he got a job as a
wrangler there the following year for eight weeks.
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When he went back to NY in the fall, he decided he was not happy there, so in 2010 he
called on a whim to see if Bishop’s Lodge would hire him full time. He got to
experience his first NM winter! Shortly after his arrival, his friend who was the head
wrangler decided she wanted to leave to start horse training, and they asked him to
take her place. He thought “What could go wrong?”
Jeff is very humble in what he knew and didn’t know at the time, the latter of which he
said was ALOT! He got to marry hospitality and horses working at Bishop’s Lodge.
With this hospitality training, he
helped build a smooth-running
operation.
In 2014, he received a call from
Ghost Ranch to restart their riding
program, so visitors could experience
the ranch, area history and the
fabulous landscape from horseback.
Ghost Ranch Has Storied History
Today, the ranch is owned by the Presbyterian Church and leased to the National
Ghost Ranch Foundation, a stand-alone 501(c)3 nonprofit organization. As an
education and retreat center, it hosts businesses, organizations and individuals from all
over the world. It’s well-known riding program is currently home to 25 riding horses,
two mules and a donkey.
Ghost Ranch was originally known as Ranchos De Bruja (witch), so none of the local
population in the late 1700s and 1800s would live in the area. In the 1880s, the first
permanent settlers of the property were two outlaws, rustling cattle from points south
and moving and selling them north. In 1903, they had a dispute over the gold from a
cattle sale and one partner buried it and the other partner hung him. The gold has
never been found to anyone’s knowledge.
Over the decades, the property was owned first by Carol Stanley and later
philanthropists Arthur and Phoebe Pack who began buying parcels of the land from
Carol. The Packs eventually gained ownership of the entire property. At the time, the
ranch was a summer destination (dude ranch) often visited by some of the wealthiest
families from the East Coast, including the Rockefellers and Vanderbilts. In 1955, the
Packs gave Ghost Ranch to the Presbyterian Church, and in 2017, the operations of
the ranch transitioned to the foundation.
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The trail rides are often fully booked very early in the year. Rides usually last a couple
of hours. The wranglers in charge of the rides give commentary of the history of the
ranch, as well as describe what riders see along the historic and inspiring southwest
landscape. In addition to trail rides, the ranch hosts retreats, workshops, hikes and
ranch and paleontology tours. It also has two museums with a collection of fossils that
rival many other museums.
(Editor’s Note: When Jeff talked about fossils found at Ghost Ranch, he wasn’t
kidding! Fossils found there are up to 225 million years old and represent the first
dinosaurs. Few fossil sites in the world have ever yielded complete dinosaur
skeletons. In fact, the discovery of many Coelophysis dinosaurs created a national
sensation. A quarry at Ghost Ranch revealed at least one hundred of these complete
skeletons. Among others, Georgia O’Keeffe visited the quarry.
Why so many skeletons in one area? Paleontologists speculate they were caught
crossing a stream in a flood. These skeletons are now in museums throughout the
world, including NM. In 1981, the state legislature chose Coelophysis to be the state
fossil. The Ghost Ranch Living Museum of the U.S. Forest Service, as it is known
today, averages more than one hundred thousand visitors annually.
For more information about Ghost Ranch and the Abiquiu area, read “Valley of Shining
Stone, The Story of Abiquiu,” by Lesley Poling-Kempes. It is the source of these
details.)
Thanks, Jeff, for telling us about this remarkable ranch and what it’s like to be a reallife “trail boss” there. For more information about Ghost Ranch and the riding program,
go to www.ghostranch.org.
PS: Good Trail Horses
Jeff is always looking for more good trail horses, his criteria is they be at least 10 years
old and very broke. Jeff prefers smaller horses that are well muscled, and it seems
they are getting harder and harder to come by. Older family ranch horses seem to
make the best trail horses for his needs.
Notes from meeting by Carol Marthens
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Are You a Parade Fan?
We are lucky to enjoy watching parades in various places
throughout the year, and some parades include equines. NNMHA
hasn’t participated officially in parades for some time.
However, riding in parades was mentioned at the May program
meeting. If you are interested in riding in parades, contact David
Lyles, lylephoto@gmail.com.

HIPICO Calendar Filled with Events
Whether dressage, jumping or a Spooktacular Party, there’s something
for everyone at HIPICO this year. Year-round, there are Santa Fe
Community Shows and New Mexico Center for Therapeutic Riding
activities. Participate or come to watch! For dates and details, go to
www.hipicosantafe.com.

Jeremy Steinberg’s 2022 Dressage Clinic
Series Starts June 18-19
Acclaimed dressage trainer Jeremy Steinberg
returns to Santa Fe for his fifth season of bringing
great dressage teaching to riders and auditors.
He is a past USEF Dressage Youth Coach and a
USEF High Performance rider, and he has ridden in
the National Championships. His schedule takes
him around the world.
For the past 15 years, he has averaged about 48
clinics per year and is a very sought- after educator and instructor. Rider fees include
lessons, stalls and meals (including a Saturday evening dinner event with Jeremy).
One- and two-day passes are available for auditors. NNMHA members receive a
discount on auditor fees, as we are helping sponsor these clinics through our Giving
Program. Other clinic dates are: July 30-31, September 3-4, October 29-30 and
December 10-11.
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The clinics will be held at HIPICO, 100 S. Polo Drive, Santa Fe. For more information,
contact Maureen Mestas, 505 310-1050, pferdfrau@gmail.com.

Want to Help Sort Cows
This Summer?
Will Lann, a cowboy clinician, is considering bringing cattle
back for controlled sorting this summer. The groups of less
than eight will sort from one small corral to another. (No
galloping after cows.) Participants will work in teams of two.
It’s fun! If you are interested, text Will at 623 694-2714.

Caja del Rio Resolution
Affirms Value of Plateau
The Caja del Rio is a large volcanic plateau to the
west of Santa Fe. Over 106,000 acres are federal
public land, part of which is administered by Santa
Fe National Forest (SFNF) and the remainder by the
Bureau of Land Management (BLM). It is bordered
by the Rio Grande on the west, La Bajada
escarpment on the south and Santa Fe on the east.
A resolution sponsored by Santa Fe County
Commissioners Anna Hansen and Rudy Garcia
which passed on May 10 affirms the value of the Caja del Rio as a cultural, agricultural,
ecological and recreational landscape and calls on the federal New Mexico delegation
to request more protections from misuse. This resolution follows the same sort of call
from the All Pueblo Council of Governors late last year after vandalism to the La
Cieneguilla Petroglyphs.
The County resolution recognizes all traditional uses including wood-gathering,
hunting, grazing, and recreation and cites the current illegal dumping, uncontrolled
shooting, vandalism, theft of stock tanks, poaching of livestock and wildlife,
establishment of illegal roads and unlawful off-highway vehicle use as damaging
activities. Other listed possible threats are recent BLM land sales and the proposed
construction of high-power transmission lines which would contribute to even more
fragmentation of ecosystems.
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Little known to many Santa Feans, the Caja del Rio is home to a herd of wild horses
and is managed by the SFNF as a "Wild Horse Territory." According to the website,
SFNF has found the population to be fairly stable over the decades possibly due to
predation by mountain lions, illegal shooting or capture and disease. The herd size has
been estimated between 40-50 animals. For info about the Caja del Rio wild horses,
go to https://www.fs.fed.us/wild-horse-burro/territories/CajadelRio.html.
Those who wish to learn more about the full County resolution and map, go to
hhtps://www.nnmha.org/uploads/2/6/2/0/26200067/caja_sf_county_resolution_2022030.pdf.

Board Meeting Highlights
Board members handled a variety of topics at the meeting in May, including approving
applications for the Giving Program, putting final touches on the Film Festival and
discussing the importance of posting fire and other disaster-related information on the
NNMHA website. The purchase of an accounting system designed for nonprofit
organizations was approved.
It was announced that Joyce Davis will continue to chair and organize our monthly
program meetings committee and Carol Marthens will now chair a clinics committee.
Thanks to Joyce and Carol. Both need help with respective events, so if you like
organizing interesting program meetings or scheduling great clinics, contact Joyce,
bjmrkitty@gmail.com, 505 490-5390, or Carol, luminaryllamas@msn.com, 214 6629616. We need your participation and ideas to continue these terrific events!
The Board was pleased to hear that NNMHA now has 97 memberships, a significant
amount of which are families. Recent clinics and old-fashioned word of mouth seem to
continue to boost our numbers. An update since the meeting shows we now have 101
paid memberships, representing about 130 adults and some children. Thirty-four are
new memberships!
In our continued efforts to expand community outreach, Karen Denison and others are
reaching out to build on relationships with other equine-related organizations, such as
Santa Fe Dressage Association, NM Hunter Jumper Association, Challenge New
Mexico and HIPICO. If you know of or belong to such a like-minded organization,
please contact Karen, redmule@kdtt.net, 505 469-2698. We just need a contact name
and phone number, organization name, website address and a brief description of the
organization.
Photos from the recently completed clinic, Working Equitation, are now posted on the
NNMHA website, www.nnmha.org.
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The next Board meeting is Tuesday, June 21, 7 pm, via zoom. If you have questions
or comments for the meeting or would like to attend, please contact any Board
member. Let us hear from you.

Kids (of All Ages) Enjoyed Recent
Minis Visit to Southside Library
Have you ever seen horses at a library? Our public
libraries are often visited by four-legged equines,
because miniature horses are a magnet for kids to bring
families to library events. Recently, My Little Horse
Listener (MLHL) participated in "Dia de los Libros," a
celebration recently held at the Southside Public
Library.
MLHL has a solid partnership with the library and brings
horses to the library – outdoors, of course – for various
events. In turn, The Friends of the Library is a fiscal
sponsor for obtaining grants to MLHL. These library
visits are an opportunity to gently introduce and educate children, their parents and
others to the beauty and unique personalities of the minis. For many children, these
events are the first time in the kids’ lives that they have seen or touched a horse.
Most of the children involved in a MLHL event - and there have been well over 500
since the organization’s inception in 2016 - range in age from two to 12. A key to the
program is enabling kids to relate to the horses in such a way that the kids can more
easily express their feelings or wants. Whether kids are grooming, touching or even
reading to the horses, their experiences encourage a relationship that leads to respect
and communication.
The outcome is both the horse and the child experience being treated as separate
entities that are entitled to “give consent.” Considering that MLHL frequently serves
families recovering from domestic violence and substance abuse, there are important
relationship issues for children to explore and learn. Indeed, we all know that healthy
and happy horses can bring out the best in all of us, young and older.
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About MLHL
The nonprofit organization is constantly networking and making connections with other
nonprofits that serve populations who can benefit from equine-facilitated learning.
Often, this includes a process where children work toward achieving therapeutic goals
such as confidence, emotional regulation, patience and communication through
trusting relationships with equines by participating in various activities.
MLHL has partnerships with Esperanza Domestic Violence Shelter, Santa Fe
Recovery Center, the Southwest Counseling Center, The Children's Foundation for
Cancer, Reading Quest in the Santa Fe Public Schools and the 1st Judicial District
Court in Espanola. Another focus of the organization is to support children who live in
or near the edge of poverty. There is rarely a charge for services; rather, MLHL relies
on private donations and grants.
Want to learn more about these helping horses and what they do? For more
information go to: www.mylittlehorselistener.com.
Article by Gary Clendenin

Tips for Longer (and Shorter) Trail
Rides to Keep You & Your Equine Safe
Trail riding is in full swing, and author Diane E. Rice answers 17 questions about
keeping your horse sound and healthy - before, during and after trail rides. See “Tips
for Recreational Trail Riders” on thehorse.com/173652/17-tips-for-recreational-trailriders/ for all 17 tips. Tip #9, slightly edited, appears here.
Tip #9 - How can I prepare for weather changes?
Depending on where you live, your horse might
tolerate sudden temperature and humidity changes
quite well. But if you live in a warm climate and will
be riding in the mountains, you’ll need to plan
accordingly.
When riding in these conditions, be prepared for any
weather. The mountains can bring all sorts of
unexpected changes. I left camp one morning on a bright, sunny day. We lunched in
the colorful wildflowers. However, not even an hour after remounting, the skies grew
dark, the wind picked up and the heavens dumped an icy-cold deluge. I’d left my rain
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gear in camp. I was saturated, cold and miserable the several hours it took for us to
ride back.
For this reason, carry gloves and a jacket or riding vest for warmth, if needed. In these
situations, bringing along a blanket - even just a sheet - could be advisable. Keeping
your horse dry is generally more important than protecting it from cold. Pack for the
region and remember, often the temperatures plummet when the sun sets.
As for temperature changes the other direction, if I’m concerned my horse is getting
too warm, I will apply cool water to its neck, particularly over the jugular vein to help
drop its temperature.
If I feel my horse is compromised because of the heat, I will dismount, loosen its cinch
and walk alongside it to let it rest. Whenever water is available, I allow it to drink (given
you know the water is safe) and will use a sponge or towel to soak it down and remove
the dried and encrusted sweat.
Thanks to Joyce Davis for article

Do You Know…
With all the shedding that goes on this time of year, it’s a good
idea to clean your brushes, curry combs and other grooming
tools regularly.
Clean or vacuum debris from the tools. Then, soak them for
about 15 minutes in warm water, using an antiseptic or antibacterial soap or even an
iodine-based scrub. Towel dry and leave the tools in the sun to air dry completely.

Enjoy a Safe
& Fun Summer
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Classifieds
Do you have something equine-related to sell or services to provide? Short, classified ads may be placed by
any member in good standing. Please send an email with exact wording for your ad to: Sandra,
smithcom@goldengate.net, or Karen, redmule@kdtt.net.

STUART H. GARBER, DC, PhD, AVCA
Animal chiropractor with 40 years of experience. Certified in animal chiropractic by the
American Veterinary Chiropractic Association. Equines and canines, but also happy to
treat any critter with a spine. By appointment: 505 913-7493.
TERRY BERG
Trainer offers lessons, training, show coaching. Specialty: ranch riding, reining and
ranch trail. Contact: sfcolores@sprynet.com, 505 473-4147.
LYNN CLIFFORD
The Ride of Your Life Horsemanship instruction and The Inner Equestrian Life
coaching/counseling, Santa Fe. By arrangement: www.lynnclifford.com, 505 2315353. Check this website for upcoming events and clinics hosted by Lynn and
colleagues.
THE TRINITY RANCH
Santa Fe’s premier horse facility. Boarding, training, lessons, indoor arena, 150x300
jump course, 20x60 dressage court. Absolutely beautiful facility, exceptional staff,
positive atmosphere. More info: www.santafehorse.com.
NORTHSIDE BOARDING
Ride out on miles of trails, five minutes from NM599/La Tierra Rd. Reasonable rates,
relaxed atmosphere. Prices from $300-$375 for pens 12x60 and larger. Arena, round
pen, three tack rooms, wash rack, trailer parking. Horses fed grass mix or alfalfa twice
daily. Boarders provide extras, we feed. Owner lives on premises. Contact: Carolyn,
Centaurus Ranch, 505 474-0821.
TRAINER TO WORK WITH NON-PROFIT
ISO-English or Western Trainer willing to work in tandem with local, insured non-profit
to bring together horses and humans, who might not otherwise have the opportunity for
riding experiences. Seeking two, one-hour time slots per week, preferably on the
weekend or between 3:30 - 4:30 pm weekdays. If interested, please e-mail Learning
Through Horses at thunderhorse40@hotmail.com with questions or for more info.
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LIKE NEW CHINKS
These are like new! Chocolate chinks with turquoise buck-stitching and
copper conchos. Fits 37-42" waist, with some room for additional
buckle holes. They are 32" long, including 7" fine fringe. $85. Contact
Carol Marthens, 214 662-9616 or luminaryllamas@msn.com.
USED TWO-HORSE TRAILER
Looking for a used two-horse bumper pull stock trailer or light weight
trailer. Call
Susan Kaz, 505 685-4745.
BARN YARD SALE - JUNE 18
Arrowhead Ranch, 1373 Arrow Head Ranch Road, Santa Fe, is having a barn yard
sale, Saturday, June 18, 9 am – 2 pm. Feed bins, water roughs, panels, gates, tack
and much more.
HORSE FOR SALE
Reliable gaited trail horse. Canadian
Standardbred mare. 15.2+. Huge stride.
This girl likes to cover ground! 17 years
young. Only selling due to financial
hardship. $6,500, to approved home.
Call Lauren for more info and photos, 360
622-5691. Horse is in Pojoaque.

Board and Committees
Officers of the Board
President
Howard Gershon
VP
John Pearson
Treasurer
Helen Newton
Secretary
John Pearson
At-large
Evalyn Bemis
Gary Clendenen
Carol Marthens
Paula Zima

howard@reach-newheights.com
johnz.pearson@comcast.net
sfcolores@sprynet.com
johnz.pearson@comcast.net
evalyn@newmexico.com
gclendenen@yahoo.com
luminaryllamas@msn.com
paula@paulazima.com

505 690-8433
650 863-2491
505 470-1396
650 863-2491
NA
518 225-9935
214 662-9616
505 629-2838

Committees
Partnerships
Giving Program*
Ridge Riders
Programs
Clinics
Website Manager

howard@reach-newheights.com
gclendenen@yahoo.com
esrsic@gmail.com
bjmrkitty@gmail.com
luminaryllamas@msn.com
betwalk@cybermesa.com

505 690-8433
518 225-9935
415 305-3238
505 490-5390
214 662-9616
505 466-1943
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Communications/
membership
Newsletter

Karen Denison

redmule@kdtt.net

505 469-2698

Sandra Smith

smithcom@goldengate.net

505 983-0144

*Scholarships, grants and sponsorships
Website
NNMHA Email

http://www.NNMHA.org
contact@nnmha.org

NNMHA encourages and educates our members and the broader northern New Mexico community
with regard to equine wellness and equestrian activities
You are welcome to contact Board members with questions or comments about plans or activities. Board meetings are
held each month, and members are invited to participate in Board meetings. Meetings may be online or in person. Please
contact any Board member for more information.

I’ve learned people are watching,
so don’t do nothing stupid.
Bruno Mars
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